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To  the  Mayor  mid  Inhabitants  o/"//j^ 
Town  (9/^ Shrewsbury,  the  IiLlr.hitants  of 
Manchester,  and  generally  all  juch  of 
our  Fellow-Subjeds,  if  any  Juch  there  be^ 
who  have  at  any  Time  smarted  under 
the  Rod  vf  Military  Power, 

Gentlemen, 

Addrefs  this  prefatory  Difcourfe 
to  you,  becaufe  it  may  be  uip- 
pos'd,  you  have  neither  loft  your 
Feehng,  nor  your  Memory  •,  and 
becaufe  there  is  no  longer  any 
Hope  of  reaching  the  hearty  by 
%n    Appeal  to  the  Underfianding. 

You  that  are  inttfrefted  by  your  Sufferings 
in  the  Subjed:- Matter  before  you,  may  pofTibly 
lend  an  Ear  to  the  Fa(5ls,  Principles,  Argu- 
ments, and  Inferences;  containVi  in  it  :  But  as 
to  the  Bulk  of  the  Nation  befides,  I  muft  noG 
fay,  they  have  loft  their  rational  Faculties,  or 
that  They  have  undergone  fuch  a  Metamorphofis 
as  never  any  Nation,  in  fo  fliort  an  Interval,  ever 
underwent  before :  For  while  they  are  ftill  in 
Poflfefiion  of  the  Human  Form,  we  ought  not 
to  fuppofe,  they  have  nothing  Hun>an  befides 
left  about  them  ;  and  it  would  be  a  Breach  both 
of  Charity  and  Civility,  to  pronounce  them  ei- 
ther Wolves  and  Foxes,  or  Affes  and  Drome- 
daries ;  that  is  to  fay,  Beafts  of  Burden,  or  Beafta 
of  Prey. 

You,  Gentlemen  of  Shrewsbury^  thought,  per- 
haps, when  you  let  forth  in  the  London  News* 
a  Paper*, 


(     ii     ) 
Papers,  the  unprovoked  and  inexcufable  Breach 
of  the  Peace,  committed  in   your  Town,  by  a 
Parry   of  Dragoons,    quarter*d   amongft    you  ; 
who,  as  we  were  told,  not  only   refus'd  to  iub- 
mic  to  the   Civil  Power,    but  a(5lual!y  affault- 
ed    the    Mayor   in  Perlbn,    and,    having    com- 
mitted the  mod   outragious  Cruelties  on  Three 
old,    feeble,    defencelefs    Men,  declar'd,  1  hat 
•what    they  had  done,  they  had   done  by  Order  : 
I  fay.   Gentlemen,  in    ciufing  fuch   a   flaginous 
At\  of  Violence   and   Inhumanity    to    be    pub- 
lifh'd  in  the  Loudon  News-papers,  you  thought, 
perhaps,  the  whole  Nation  would  make  Ji?«r  Cafe 
their  own^   and  take  fo  broad  a  Hint  to  remorj' 
Jlrate,  at  leaft,  againfl  fuch  a  Bofam-Enemy. — But 
has  the  Kvent  in  any  Degree  anfwer'd  your  tx- 
pcdations?  Certainly  not:  Inftead  of  taking  any 
Part  with  the  Sufferers,  inftead  of  inferring,  that 
what  happened  to  any  one  Set  of  Men,  in  any  one 
Part  of  the  Kingdom,  might  alfo  happen  to  any 
odier  Set  of  Men,  in  any  other  Part  of  the  King- 
dom, in  any  Degree  of  Subjecftion  to  the  Soldiery  ; 
inftead  of  difcoverjng  any  Senfibility,    that  the 
whole  Magijlracy  of  Great-Britain  was    wound- 
ed thorough  the  Sides  of  the  Mayor  of  Shrews- 
bury ;  inftead  of  difcovering  a  proper  Indigna- 
tion againft  fuch  an  atrocious  Violation  both  of 
the    Laws   of  the    Land,  and    the    Bonds   of 
Society  •,  inftead  of  difcovering  any  Impatience 
to  have  the  Offenders  brought  to  Juftice -,  and, 
inftead  of  calling  on   th^  Government   to   vindi- 
cate   itftlf    againft    a   Proceeding    fo     irrecon- 
cilable   with     all    Government,    we    ftept  over 
the  Account   as  we  read    it,  and   never  dreamt 
of  it  iifier wards. 

And 
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■And  as  to  you,  Gentlemen  of  Mamheffer^ 
and  the  Story  you  thought  fit  to  tell,  in  or- 
der to  fhew.  That  the  Riot  which  happen'd 
in  your  Town,  was  not  owing  to  any  treafona- 
ble  Exprejfiom,  as  had  been  falfly  inferted  in 
other  News- Paper 5^  though  it  ferv'd  to  evince, 
in  the  ftrongcft  Manner,  the  Impropriety,  Fol- 
ly, and  Danger  of  calling  in  the  Soldiery  to 
countenance  or  enforce  the  Authority  of  the  Civil 
Magiftrate  •,  though  it  appeared  two  Ltves  were 
Joft  on  this  hmentable  Occafion,  and  that, 
notwithftanding  the  Murder^  the  Commanding 
Officer  on  Duty,  not  only  difmiffed  the  Mur- 
derers in  common  with  the  reft  of  the  Par- 
ty, as  if  they  had  done  no  more  than  their 
Z)«(y,  and  adually  refined  to  be  injirumenlal 
in  delivering  them  up  to  Jujlice ;  neither  did 
this  new  Inftance  of  Military  Barbarity^  and 
the  Mifchicfs  to  be  apprehended  from  it,  ex- 
cite any    Degree  of  Emotion  in  the  Public. 

On  the  Contrary,  almoft  every  one  behav'd  up- 
on ic  with  as  much  Infenfibility,  if  not  as  much 
Brutality,  as  a  certain  Grand  Vifier,  who,  be- 
ing made  acquainted  by  the  French  Embaf- 
fador.  That  the  King  his  Mafter  had  taken 
Arras  from  the  Spaniards,  reply *d,  IFbat  care 
I  if  the  Dog  worry  the  Hog,  or  tb^  Hog  the 
Dog,  as  loriji  ai  my  Sovereign  Lord^  and  my  own 
Headi   are  fafe  ? 

And  as  to  all  the  PreflTures  and  Perfccutions 
that  have  bc;en  heap'd  upon  Individuals  ;  as 
on  the  gallant  C — 1 — 1  / — ds — -j,  the  late  G — 1 
F— r,  G— I  0—pe,  C~n  IV— ts,  C— t  5— i, 
C— 1  r—d,  &c.  i^c.  &c.  isfc.  ^c.  They  are 
pals'd  over  as  Matters  of  Courfe,  growing  as 
neceifarily  oat  of  the  Times,  as  Frauds  of  every 
a  2  Kind 
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Kind  in  every  Walk  of  Bufinefs,  or    Robbe- 
ries on  every    Highway. 

But  then,  Gentlemen,  the  more  jamiliar 
fuch  Ahufes  become,  and  the  lei's  they  arc  at- 
tended to  bccaufe  they  are  fo  familiar,  of  fo 
much  the  more  Importance  it  becomes,  to  recall 
the  Attention  of  the  Public  to  die  Things  that 
belong  to  their  Peace,  before  they  are  forever 
hid  from  their  Eyes. 

State  fuper  Vias  Antiquas,  Abide  by  your 
old  Conftitution !  Nolumus  Leges  Angh(z  Mutari^ 
We  will  not  have  the  Laws  of  England  altcr*d  ! 
was  the  Language  which  exprefs'd  the  Refolu- 
tion  and  Wifdom  of  our  Fore- Fathers ;  and 
the  Language  we  ought  to  recover  the  Ufe  of 
for  the  Sal'-es  of  ourfelves  and  of  our  Pof- 
terity. 

Our  Lawyers  of  greateft  Eminence  in  the 
Political  Way,  as  the  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon, 
and  that  other  Bacon  who  compiled  the  noble 
Commentaries  on  our  Laws  and  Cuftoms,  from 
the  learned  Seldens  Manufcript  Notes,  which  are 
.ftill  extant  under  the  Tide  of  a  Difcourfe  upon  Go- 
vernment^  make  no  mention  of  any  Statute  to  tole- 
rate a  (landing  Body  of  Mercenaries^  paid  by  the 
People,  but  commanded  by  Officers  of  their  own, 
under  the  Reftraint  of  fuch  Bye  Laws,  as  Itft  it 
not  in  their  Power  to  fiiew  more  than  a  Se- 
condary  Regard  to  Thofe  of  the  Commonzvealth : 
On  the  contrary,  tliough  we  had,  in  elder 
Times,  occafion  for  offenfive  Armies,  having 
the  Welch  on  the  fame  Condnent  with  us  on 
one  Hand,  and  the  Scots  on  the  other,  They 
declire,  and  more  efpccially  the  Latter,  That 
the  Land-hilders  were  the  only  Land- defenders  ; 
that  they  were  train'd  to  the  ufe  of  Arms ;  that 

they 
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they  were  call'd  together  by  cccnfijnal  Com- 
miirions  of  Array^  which  were  either  Topical 
or  General^  according  to  the  Degree  and  Nature 
of  the  Danger;  that  thofe  Comnmrfions  ceafed 
as  foon  as  the  Danger  wds  over,  though  (fays 
my  Author,  Pare  I.  p.  187.  in  thefe  veiy 
Words)  Ibcfe  Times  were  always  arm  d  tn 
veighhouring  Nations,  and  Kings  7?iigbt  have 
pretended  continual  Caufe  of  arraying  ;  That 
the  Power  of  Ccurts-Martiak  ox  rather  the 
Earl-Mar(l:ar s-C(iurt,  which  a!one  had  Cogni- 
zance of  Military  Trefpajfcs^  was  doubtful  and 
fcarce  taken  Notice  of  in  any  pubhc  Aft  of 
State,  till  about  the  Time  of  Edward  III.  when, 
continues  He  (Part  II.  p.  631.)  "  A  Complaint 
was  made  by  the  Comaens  tor  the  Encrcach- 
tnents  of  that  Court  on  the  Liberties  of  the 
People^  and  Bounds  of  Common  Law'* 

It  is  known  to  every  Man  in  Great-Briiaifft 
who  knows  any  Thing,  That>  except  during  the 
Ufurpation,  the  Teomen  of  the  Guard  were 
the  only  Band  of  Mercenaries  in  England,  i\\\ 
Venner's  Infurreftion,  foon  after  the  Rejhration, 
furnifhed  the  Court  with  a  Pretence,  to  raife 
a  Body  of  Guards  for  the  perfonal  Security  of 
the   King. 

Sir  Robert  Cotton,  when  fummon'd  to  the 
Council-Boar d  by  King  Charles  \.  in  the  Begin- 
ning of  his  Reign,  to  give  his  Advice  on  the 
then  State  of  Things,  had  the  Honefty  to  en- 
ter a  particular  Caveat  againft  an  Inland  Army, 
which  he  call'd,  *'  An  umxampled  C^rfe,  tend- 
**  ing  to  create  dangerous  Diftailes  in  the  Minds 
*'  of  the  People,  who  were  apt  to  conjedure, 
♦*  it  was  rais'd  wholly  to  fubjecT:  their  For- 
♦*  tunes  to  the  Will  of  Power,  rather   than   of 

"  Law  : 
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"  Law  :    And    to  make    good    fome    farther 
*'  Breach  upon    their    Liberties  and  Freedoms 
*'  at  Hcme^    than   defend    us  from    any   Force 
*'  from  /Ibroad** 

That  meritorious  Army,  which  enabled  Monk 
to  reftore  the  King,  and  which  was  the  Terror 
of  Europe^  was  disbanded  as  foon  as  Money 
could   be   rais'd  for  their  Difcharge. 

No  Jefs  then  three  occafional  Armies,  which 
were  afterwards  rais'd  in  the  Courie  of  the  fame 
Reign,  were  likewife  disbanded  at  the  Inftance 
of  that  Parhament,  which,  by  the  Old  IVhigs, 
was  irreverendly  blacken'd  with  the  infamous 
Name  of  the  Penfioner- P arliament ^  but  which, 
neverthelefs,  has  been  render'd,  by  Time,  as 
white  as  Snow  ;  at  lead  when  compared  with 
*****  **********^  compos'd  of  New  fVhigs  •,  a 
Sort  of  Vermin  which  had  their  Rife  from  the 
Corruption  of  the  Former ! 

And,  Gentlemen,  it  is  more  efpecially  wor- 
thy your  Notice  and  Remembrance,  That  the 
faid  Penfioner  -  Parliament y  could  never  be 
brought  to  confidcr  the  Guards^  as  any  other, 
than  a  Body  of  Men  unlawfully  armed  and 
affcm/bled  -,  confequently,  liable  to  be  difperfed 
by  the  fir  ft  Peace-Officer,  who  had  the  Courage 
to  put  the  Laws  m  Force  againft  them  •,  and 
that  inftead  of  making  any  Provifion  of  Money 
for  their  Pay,  or  of  Laws  for  their  Government ^ 
they  did,  on  the  7th  oi  February,  1673,  Refolve, 
That  the  keeping  any  Standing  Forces,  other 
than  the  Militia,  in  this  Nation,  was  a  Grie- 
vance ;  That  according  to  Law,  the  King  ought 
to  have  no  Guards,  but  the  Gentlemen- Pen- 
fioners  and  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard  ;  and 
that  it  was  impofiible  effeftually  to  deliver  this 

Nation 
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Nation   from  a    Standing   Army   till   the  Life- 
Guards  were  pulled    up  by  the  Roots. 

Neither  ought  we  to  forget,  That  even  the  To- 
r)'-Parliament,  held,  and  in  a  Manner  cholen,  by 
King  James^  took  his  Royal  Word  for  the  Secu- 
rity of  thtir  own  Idol  the  Church,  could  not  be 
brought,  by  any  Means  whatfoever,  to  give  iheix 
Sanftion  to  a  Standing- Army  :  That,  in  the  AiV- 
morials,  or  Heads  of  Grievances,  fent  from  Eng- 
land to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  in  the  Name  of  tne 
Nation,  the  Oppreflions  and  Mifchiefs  they  luf- 
fer'd  from  a  Military  forct,   were  properly  fee 
forth  :  That  the  Prince  himlelf,  in  his  Declaration^ 
or  Manifejto,  proclaimed  to  ail  Europe,  That  his 
whole  Purpole  was  fo  to  provide  for  the  Peace, 
Honour,  and  Safety  of  the  Nation,  -is  that  there 
wight  be  no  more  Danger   of  ifs  falling  at  any 
Time   hereafter    under   arbitrary    Government  : 
Which  Promife  of  his  could  fcarce  be  {aid  to  be 
fulfilled  as  long  as  a  Standing  Army  had  a  Being 
amongft  us  :    And   that   even    in  the  National 
Declaration  of  Rights,  v/hich  was    prefcnted  by 
the  Lcrds    and    Comtnons,    in  a  Body   to    the 
Prince  and   Princefs   of  Orange,  as    the  Tenure 
of  the  Crown  they  were   that  Day  put  in  Pof- 
fcflion   of  by   the  free  Gift  of  the   People,  the 
CUven    Hoof    difcover'd    iife'.f:    For,   in    the 
Article   of  the    Difpenfng    Power,    which   had 
been  condemned  without  Reieive  in  his   High- 
nefs's   Manfejlc,    the  following    infidious-Q^ia- 
lification,  was  by  fome   defigning  Lawyer  Uipc 
in,  as  it  hath  been  ajfumedU'  d  exerafed  of  late  : 
And,    Secondly,  Care  was  alio  raken  ro  luggeft. 
That  a  Star.ding-Jrmy  was  no  otherwife  a  Grie- 
vance  than   as   it   had  been    obtained  hitherto, 
mth'.ut  Confnt  of  parliament. 

Yet 
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Yet  farther  :  In  a  French  {a)  Treatife  of  Poli- 
tics, publifhM  in  ihe  Year  167^,  it  had  been  laid 
down  as  fo  many  indifputab!e  Truths,  That  to 
ruin  the  EngUfhy  no  more  was  neceffary,  than  to 
obHge  them  to  cftablilh  a  Standing  Army :  That 
to  keep  them  in  perpetual  Tear  of  a  Defcent, 
would  furniOi  their  Kings  with  a  Pretence  to  be 
perpetually  armed  :  That  while  their  Kings  were 
thus  armed,  they  would  be  perpetually  odious  to 
their  Subjeds,  who  would  be  in  perpetual 
Pa:n  for  their  Liberties :  That  by  fomenting 
reciprocal  Jealoufies,  it  would  be  eafy  to 
throw  the    whole  Country  into  Confufion,  ^c. 

This  Treatife  was  quoted  by  Mr.  Trenchard^ 
though  not  akogether  fo  largely  as  here,  in  the 
firft  Part  of  his  Argument  againft  a  Standing 
Army^  after  *  the  Peace  of  Ryfwick  :  And, 
whereas  it  was  then  urged,  That  France  having 
a  Standing  Army^  we  ought  to  have  the  like, 
by  a  Parity  of  Reafon  it  would  follow,  That 
bccaufe  the  Government  of  France  was  become 
Defpotic,  the  Government  of  England  ought 
to  become  Defpotic  likewife. 

Bat  France  had  always  been  arm'd,  becaufe 
her  Situation  had  always  requir'd  it  j  and  Eng- 
land hid  always  been  fafe,  though  no  other- 
wife  defended  than  by  the  Seas,  and  her  own 
Sovereignty   over  them. 

So  that  we  may  infer,  the  Fault  of  King  Willi' 
ami's  Parliaments  did  not  confiH:  in  reducing  his 
Forres  to  fo  low  a  Number  as  7  or  8000,  as 
Courtiers  and  their  Flirelings  teach,  but  in 
legitmiftng  an  unnatural  Standing  Force  of  any 
Size^    how   fmall    foever,   inltead   of  reftoring 

Vigour 
(a)   Traiite    di    la   Palitique   de     France^    par    i\l. 
P —  Marquis  de    C-~— ,    p.  285,  286,  287. 
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Vigour  and  Virtue  to  the  Militia,  which  is  the 
onJy  Force  we  can  or  ought  to  maintain,  nume- 
rous enough  to  fet  the  Efforts  of  France  at  De- 
fiance,  in  Cafe  of  any  fuch  Defcent  as  might 
endanger  the  Kingdom. 

In  ihort,  Gentlemen,  while  the  People  of 
England^  have  Property,  and  Arms  to  protedt  it, 
they  can  and  will  proteft  it  againft  any  foreign 
Power  whatfoever. 

Suffer  it  not,  then,  to  be  urg'd  as  Matter  of 
j^rgument  any  longer,  That  20,000  Men  are  ne^ 
cejfary  for  the  Defence  of  a  Million:  It  is  an 
impudent  Piece  of  Nonfenfe,  and  ought  to  be 
treated  accordingly. 

And  if  the  Queftion  fhould  be  changed  from 
the  People  to  the  Govermnent,  be  bold  to  fay. 
That  for  the  Prefervation  of  a  good  Govern- 
ment, the  People  will  as  freely  and  chearfully 
expofe  themfelves,  as  for  the  Prefervation  of 
their  own  Lives  and  Eftates. 

If,  therefore,  the  prefcnt  Government  is  a  gocdr 
one,  as  we  arc  bound  to  believe,  it  may  be  as 
fafe,  as  eafy,  and  as  highly  rever'd,  as  That  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  was,  who  glory'd  in  having  no 
other  Guards  than  the  Affe^liom  of  her  People. 

We  are  befides  at  Peace  at  Home  •,  have 
done  forever  with  the  Continent,  it  is  to  be 
hop'd  i  and  have  all  the  Claims  that  ever  any 
People  had,  to  all  the  Relief  and  all  the  Indul- 
gence that  ever  any  Prince  beftow'd. 

Now,  a /landing  Army  is  nor  only  a.  J}anding 
Evil,  but  a  growing  Evil  ;  and,  what  is  ftill 
worfe,  affords  a  Shelter  for  all  other  Evils  to 
grow  under  it. 

You  muft  not  expeft  me  to  tell  you,  That 
what  follows  is  defigned  to  illuftrate  this  Propo- 

b  fit  ion 
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fitlon  :  On  the  contrary,  all  I  defire  is,  That 
you  would  reafon  upon  it  for  yourfclvcs,  and 
make  luch  Deductions  onl}\  as  the  Premifes 
will  warrant. 

In  the  Year,  1 7 14, 
ThcArmy,includingGuards,  1 

Garrilons,    and  Officers,  (  q/. 

confifted  of  8231  Men:f  386,427   i/   i« 

And  the  Expence  was,     J 
The  Ordnance   for   Land-?  g^   ^^ 

Service,         —         —     ^ 


Forces,  ^c.  at  Minorca  and  f  g  ^^  ^ 

Gibraltar^         5  75 j   o 

Ditto  in  the  Plantations,  20,170  i  6 

Half- Pay,           187,034  6  10 

(CA^/y>fl-'Hofpitals   of    Out- 1  ^o  ^o^-  .. 

Pinnoners,          -           J  ^^'^Ss  H  4 


Total   of  the  Army- J 

Ordinary,     for    the  >     £.    781,203  12     7 

Year,    '    3 

Extraordinary  for  For-' 

ces 


xtraordinary  for  For-"! 
ces  at  Dufikirk,  Ja-  ( 
maica  zXi6New-Eng-  ( 
landt         J 


127,139    19      2 


Total,      £,  908,343  II     9 


In 
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In  the  Year,  1750, 
The  Forces  were  18,857  '•  I  628  270     4.     7 

And  the  Expence  was,      J  '  i       ^     / 

Ordnance  for  Land  Service,  109,259   16     6 

Forces  at  Minorca,  Gibral."^ 

tar  and  the  Plantations  ;  / 

exclufive  of   the  Grants/*  236,420  18     6  i. 

for  Nova  Scotia^  which  I 

amounted  to  76,255,       J 
Half-Pay         — —  670CO 

C/^^-Z/^^-Hofpital  and    Out-  7  o   o  r 

Penfioners,  -  \  49,848     7     6 

Reduc'd    Officers    of    the  ? 

Guards  S  ^'"7   II     8 

Widows  ■    ■•  3»374 


Subfidies  to  Foreign  Prin- 
ces, — 


1,099,250  18     9  i. 
60,085     6     8   ' 


Total,  1,159,336     5     6 

Ordinary   of    the  Year,  }  o 

i7TA.^  _  f  781,203  12     7 


1714, 


^} 


Exceeding  in  1750,    not-' 

withftanding  the   vaft  v      r  o 

Difference\n   the  Tic'^  f     ^-    378,13^   12   II 
Half- Pay  Lifts, 


Laftly,  Gentlemen,  (for  it  is  not  my  Pur- 
pofe  to  anticipate  what  demands  your  farther 
Attention  in  the  following  Sheets)  confider  fe- 
rioufly  with  yourfclves,  and,  if  you  can,  perfuade 
your  Friends,   Neighbours,  and  Acquaintance,  to 

do  the  fame.  How  nearly  a  C G ), 

furnifh'd  vmhexfraordinary  Pozi;ers,  at  the  Head 
of  an  Army,  whofe  Duty  is  Obedience  on  Pain 
of  Death,  refembles  the  Stork  in  the  Fable 
among  the  Frogs:  Confidtrr  how  nearly  the  Staff 

in 


(  xii  ) 
in  a  heavy  Hand,  refembles  a  Rod  of  Iron  ? 
And,  in  Cafe  of  a  M — n — ty  in  Days  to  come, 
(which  God  of  his  infinite  Goodnefs  prevent) 
confider,  whether  Iron  may  not  be  made  to 
weigh  as  heavy  as  Gold? 

From  prefent  K ,   prefent  M— ,  and 

prefent  G ,  we  know  nothing  is,  or  can 

be,  apprehended — For  fuch  are  always  unexcep- 
tionable— But  their  Succeflors  may  not  be  al- 
ways made  of  the  fame  happy  Materials. — A  fi- 
tus  may  be  follow*d  by  a  Domitian  ;  under  whom 
all  Confiderations  may  be  made  to  give  Way  to 
Difcipline :  Every  Struggle  may  then  produce  a 
Maffacre — At  the  Word  of  Command,  Proper- 
ty may  change  Hands,  and  Courts  of  Juftice  be 
requir'd  to  enrol  fuch  Deeds  <is  Reafoity  Law, 
and  Jiijilce^  could  not  but  prctejt  againft  :  And 
the  Language  of  Military  Executions  may  be, 
Extirpate  without  Difcrimination  !  You  need  not 
fear  fhedding  innocent  Blood  ;  for  if  they  are 
not  Rebels,  they  are  Thieves !  i^c. 

But  thefe  are  frightful  Dreams — And  there- 
fore it  is  high  Time  to  awake. 


/  amy  Gentlemen, 
I'our  Humble  Servant, 


The  Editor. 


SEASONABLE 

LETTER 

T  O    T  H  E 

AUTHOR,    &^c. 


READ  your  Letter  to  a  Noble 
Lord  on  the  Subje£l  of  the  Muttny 
Bill^  with  an  equal  Mixture  of  Plea- 
fure  and  Horror  :  With  Pleafure,  fo 
far  as  relates  to  the  Information  it 
contain'd  ;  for,  till  then,  I  was  in  a 
manner  Ignorance  itfelf,  as  to  our 
prefent  Military  Syftem  ;  and  as  indifferent  and  there* 
fore  as  indolent,  as  I  was  ignorant}  I  had  not  fo  much 
as  fecn  the  j^rticlts  of  War  ;  I  thought  none  but 
Soldiers  and  Officers  were  any  way  cor.ccrn'd,  either 

B  diret^ly 


(Jire^Iy  or  ijidirc<5lly  in  the  Government  of  the  A/fpy  : 
And,  knowing,  if  They  were  not  fufBcitntly  reAraiii'd 
irom  injuring  the  People  whofe  Bread  they  cat,  and 
whom  they  are  pay'd  to  protect,  the  t^eople  wouj^ 
foon  grow  indifferent  whofe  Saddle  th(?v  wore,  i 
made  no  doubt,  but,  as  well  for  the  fake  of  the  pr«* 
fent  happy  Ejlahl'ijhment^  as  their  oum  Prefcrvatiwi, 
both  Hou fes   o£  P  wouki  take   ali  iinagfn«bl« 

Precaution?,  that  the  Edge  of  this  mighty  Inftrnment 
of  Power  might  not  be  turn'd  ajainft  the  Common^ 
xvcalth^  under  any  Pretence  whatfoever  of  Duty  and 
Service  :  But,  if  the  Information  I  received  gave  me 
Plealure,  it  was  with  as  much  Horror  that  I  became 
convinc'd  by  it.  That  a  Tame  Army  refcnbles  a  Tame 
Lyon  ;  and  that  the  People  who  are  mad  enough  to 
trufl  their  Head  in  his  Mouth,  muft  expeft  to  have 
it,  one  Day  or  other,  bit  ofFj  according  to  the  dread- 
ful Image  you  give  of  the  Man,  who,  after  a  thoufand 
fuch  foolifh  Experiments,  was  at  laft  deffroy'd  by  the 
fudden  Rage  of  the  Savage  he  had  fo  often  trufted. 

In  fhort,  the  Senfations  I  felt,  were  not  much  un- 
like Thofe  of  him,  who  (having  in  a  dark  Night 
rode  over  a  Tingle  Plank,  laid  by  the  Workmen 
who  were  repairing  the  high  Arch  of  Rochejigr  Bridge, 
at  that  Time  fallen  in)  was  the  next  Monning  (Jievvn 
the  Mair-Breadth  Efcape  he  had  made  from  fo  horrid 
a  Breach  :  That  is  to  fay^  I  was  almoft  ready  to  dye 
of  the  Fright  which  had  feiz'd  me,  as  it  is  faid  he 
adlually  did,  though  the  Danger  was  over.  I  am  now 
convinc'd.  That,  from  the  Time  of  admitting  that 
Handing  S.>leciim,  a  Standing  ^rnty^  into  a  Govern- 
ment founded  an  Laws,  we  have  been  journeying  In  the 
Di-rk  over  a  lr..'gle  Plank  ;  and  that  till  v/e  re-edify  the 
Breaches  made  jy  that  Admifiion,  the  Danger  never 
will  be  over  :  I  am  now  convinc'd,  that  nothing  we 
hav^  to  apprehend  from  Abroad  can  warrant  the  e-x- 
pofing  ourfuivcb  to  fuch  imminent  Danger  at  Home  : 
That  the  Liberties  of  this  Country  are  as  much  at  the 
Mercy  of  2DO00  Men  as  200000  :  That  we  itand  ob- 
Jig'd  to  the  Mercv  and  Forbearance  of  the  Cammanti- 
crs  inChief,  merely,  furthe  Continiunceof  thofeLiber- 
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tics  :  That  thofe  Liberties,  however,  ought  not  to  be 
held  by  fo  flight  and  precarious  a  Tenure  :  And  that 
fuch  being  the  natural  Effect  of  your  Arguments, 
they  would  have  been  long  ago  refuted,  if  a  Refuta- 
tion could  have  been  procur'd  either  for  Love  or 
Money. 

But,  how  highly  foevcr  I  think  of  your  Perfor" 
mance,  and  how  much  foever  every  honeft  Man  in 
England  either  has,  or  may  profit  by  it,  I  do  not  think 
the  Merit  of  fuch  a  Caufe  ought  to  reft  on  your 
Performance  only. 

There  is  ftill  an  Jrmy  ;  there  are  ftill  Ankles  of 
IVar  ;  there  is  flill  a  Mutiny- BUI  j  and  though  the 
Latter  has  been  fomewhat  alter'd,  I  do  not  think  it 
has  been  fufficicntly  aJtcr'd  :  I  honour  the  Clown  in 
the  Fable  whoinfifted,  That  the  Lyon  who  made  Love 
to  his  Daughter,  fnould  have  his  Teeth  drawn  and  his 
Talons  par'd  ;  and  then  cudgell'd  him  o£F  the  Pre- 
miflw. 

Nor  are  you  to  wonder,  that  one  who  till  of 
late  had  beftOw'd  fo  little  Confideration  on  that  Ami- 
Conjiliutional  Intruder^  a  Standing  Arrny^  fhould  ill 
at  once  enter  the  Lifts  againft  it  as  an  Author.  Your 
excellent  Treatife  on  that  Subject  has  fo  enlightcn'd 
tl>e  whole  Neighbourhood,  that  wc  are  all  Proficients 
m  \.\\Q  Military  Codex:  And  fome  provoking  Incidents 
have  lately  happen'd,  which  have  not  only  fharpen'd 
Our  Pens,  but,  if  our  Loyalty  had  been  lefs  fcrupulous, 
might  alfo   have    fliarpen'd    our   Swords. 

By  the  way,  I  am  no  Member  myfelf  :  But  then  I 
have  been  circumftantially  inform'd  of  every  Thing  ma- 
terial that  pafs'd  in  the  Houfe  by  thofc  who  are  Mem- 
bers :.  And  I  hope  it  will  be  aliow'd,  that  Candor  and 
Common  Senfe  are  to  be  found  Without  Doors  as  well 
as  Within. 

And  now,  without  any  farther  Preamble,  I  haften 
to  confider  the  Alterations  made  in  the  A^utiny- 
Bill  the  laft  Scflions  ;  which,  if  I  niiftake  nut,  arc 
compris'd  in  the  critical  Number  Three,  viz.  The 
leaving  out  the  Claufe  which  fubjeded  the  Half- 
Pay  Liji  to  all  the  Pa/«J  and  Penalties  of  Military 
Difcipline,  equally  with  the  Standing  Corps.  Secondly^ 
B  2  The 
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The  laying  open  (in  fome  Cafes)  the  Secrets  of  Courts 
Marti aly  to  the  Cogni fance  of  Wejiminjhr-  Hall.  And , 
3dly,  The  limiting  Revifals  to  once  only. 

On  the  firft  of  thefe  Heads,  I  have  nothing  but 
Acknowledgments  to  make  :  And  I  do  afTure  you, 
that  I  am  fo  forward  to  embrace  every  Opportunity  of 
this  Nature,  afforded  us  either  by  Legiflators  or  Mi- 
nifters,  that  I  am  fometimes  branded  for  an  arrant 
Courtier. 

But  I  am  above  Sarcafms  of  that  Kind  :  And  as 
much  above  that  criminal  Difmgenuity,  which  confti- 
tutes  the  Sum  of  Party-Merit.  By  the  Repeal  of  this 
Claufe,  the  poor  Half-Pay  OfHcers  have  had  their  Fet- 
ters knock'd  ofF  i  and,  what  is  infinitely  of  greater 
Confequence,  the  Community  regains  fo  many  free 
Britons^  who  now  may  dare  to  allcrt  their  own,  and 
their  Country's  Rights  :  I  mean,  aflert  them  in  a  Ci- 
vil Capacity  ;  which,  thus  reftor'd  to  the  Protection 
cf  her  LaWs,  they  may  dare  to  do  without  Fear 
of  Military  Confequences,  and  which  this  new  En- 
dearment, no  doubt,  will  make  them  fonder  of  :  I 
mofl  heartily  felicitate  my  Pellow-Subjedls,  there- 
fore, on  the  Suppreflion  of  this  Claufe  j  and  hope 
it  is  an  Earnejl  of  farther  Alterations,  equally 
conducive  to  the  Repofe  and  Security  of  the  Coin- 
momvealth.  That  it  was  ever  fuffer'd  to  glide  in,  I  am 
■willing  to  impute  to  Inattention  only.  For,  nodoubt,  it 
was  in  general  taken  for  granted,  that  fo  much  Venom 
could  not  be  compris'd  in  fo  nar.'ow  a  Bound.  It  is 
enough,  that  the  Viper,  which  we  had  taken  into  our 
Bofom,  is  thrown  out  ;  And  all  that  is  incumbent  on 
us  now,  is  to  take  Care,  that  we  are  never  bit  in  like 
Manner,  or  by  the  like  Snake  in  the  Grafs  again. 

The  Second  alfo  carries  a  Face  of  Relief  againfl  the 
Jnqutfitorial  Secrecy  before  enjoin'd  by  the  Oath.  But 
then  I  am  afraid,  it  is  a  Face  only;  for  to  me,  who  have 
but  juft  Law  enough  for  a  Juftice  of  Peace,  it  does 
not  appear,  that  the  Exception,  in  rcfpecS  of  the  Courts 
of  Judicature,  can  be  of  any  great  Ufe  to  the  Crimi- 
nal, or  give  any  great  Satisfaction  to  the  Public.  That 
fheCourtsat /^£/?w/7^^r,  ihould,  ex  o^fficio^^ay  open  and 

rs- 
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re-iudge  the  Sentence  of  a  Cowt  Martial,  whether  in  a 
capital  Cafe,  or  one  that  merely  relates  to  Right,  or 
Property,  is  hardly  tD  be  fuppofed.  And,  on  the  other 
Hand,  I  cannot  find  any  Appeal  allow 'd  by  this 
Claufe,  to  Such  as  may  apprehend  fliemfelves  aggriev'd. 
I  wou'd  fain  then,  be  inftru£ted,  by  what  Kind  of 
Procef?,  the  Procedings  of  a  Court  Martial  may  ever 
formally  be  brought  before  the  Civil  Magijirate  ?  And, 
confequently,  of  what  Benefit  this  Alteration  is  like 
to  prove,  either  to  the  Military  Man  in  Particular,  or 
the  Society  in  General  ? 

If  ever  the  Legifiature  fhould,  in  their  great  Wifdom, 
think  fit,  to  permit  Council  to  the  Military  Man  ar- 
raigned, or  othcrwife  call'd  to  anfwer  before  a  Court 
Martial,  as  it  has  been  flrongly,  and  hitherto  unan- 
fwerably  urged,  by  many  true  Patriots  (I  am  told) 
within  the  Houfe,  and  by  you,  Sir,  without,  the 
Caufe  might  then  be  fifted  to  the  Advantage  of  Inno- 
cence, and  of  Truth  ;  or,  in  cafe  the  Matter  in 
Hand  was  very  intricate  and  perplexing,  be  properly 
remov'd  to  Judges  better  qualified  to  reconcile  the 
Difficulties  arifing  :  In  which  Cafe,  there  is  no  doubt, 
but  that  our  common  Lawyers  wou'd  make  it  their 
Bufinefs  to  ftudy  the  Mutiny A^,  and  Articles  of 
War,  of  which  the  Latter  (hou'd  never  fwerve  from 
the  Former.  But,  whilft  the  wretched  Defendant  is 
left  ftript  of  all  Aids,  and,  as  we  may  prefume,  with- 
out the  Gift  of  Elocution,  or  the  Skill  to  range  his 
Evidence,  and  place  it  in  its  true  Light  :  When  the 
''fudge- Advocate  fhall  happen  to  be  either  ignorant,  or 
corrupt ;  or,  which  is  equally  lamentable,  when  feme 
little  Pedlar  in  the  Law,  taken  up  at  random,  to 
make  that  Office  a  fme-cure  to  him  who  enjoys  the 
Profits,  (by  the  Way,  I  hear,  that  this  important  Poft 
is  at  prefent  officiated,  by  a  Deputy  of  a  Deputy  of 
a  Deputy)  officiates  for  him  ;  when  the  Culprit's  All 
may  poffibly  be  ftak'd  upon  the  Honefty,  or  Accu- 
racy, of  fuch  a  Man,  in  taking  the  Minutes  :  When 
we  rcfle£\,  that  the  faid  Culprit  may  happen  to  be  a 
poor  Subaltern,  over-aw'd  by  the  infinitcly-fupcrior 
Rank,  Credit,  and  Power  of  his  Profccutors  ;  to   (sy 

nothincr 
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nothing  of  his  Judges,  who  can  be  fo  hard-hearted  as 
to  refufe  his  Pity  to  an  Individual  in  fuch  a  Situation  ? 
Who  fo  blind  as  not  to  difcern  the  Mifery  of  it  ?  Or 
fo  unjufl,  as  not  to  ofFer  him  a  fuitable  Relief  ? 

And  here,  give  me  Leave  to  put  you  in  Mind,  Sir, 
of  a  remarkable  Incident  recorded  in  our  Hiftories, 
ivhich  befel  the  Lord  Ajhley^  (Grandfon  of  the  great 
Earl  of  Shaftjhury)  when  the  Bill  for  regulating  Trials, 
in  Cafes  of  Treafon.,  was  depending  before  the  Com- 
liiOns ;  who,  being  provided  with  a  fet  Speech  in  Fa- 
vour of  that  Claufe  of  the  Bill,  which  allow'd  the 
Prifoner  the  Benefit  of  CountiU  and  rifmg  up  in  his 
Place,  to  utter  it,  fell  into  fuch  a  Difordef,  that  he 
was  not  able  to  proceed  :  But,  having  at  length  reco- 
ver'd  his  Spirits,  and,  together  with  them  fome  Ccm- 
rnand  over  his  Faculties,  he  drew  fuch  an  Argument 
Irom  his  own  Confufion,  as  more  advantag'd  his  Caufe, 
than  all   the   Powers  of  Eloquence  could  have   done. 

*  For,  faid  he,  if  I,  who  had  no  perfonal  Concern  in 

*  the   Queftion,  was  fo  over-power'd  with  my  own 

*  Apprehenfions,  that  I  could  not  find  Words  or  Voice 

*  to   exprefs  myfelf,    what  muft  be  the  Cafe  of  one 

*  whofe  Fate  depends  on  his  own  Abilities,  and  the 
'  full  and  {xzt  Exertion  of  them  in  the  Defence  of  it 

*  againft  the  habitual,  over-bearing  Confidence,  and 
'  fophiftical  Harangues    of  venal    Advocates,  hir'd  to 

*  harangue  the  Jury  out  of  their  Senfes,  and  the  Pri- 
'  fofter  out  of  his  Life?' 

Now,  Sir,  Truth,  like  the  Sacred  Fountain  of  it, 
\i  the  fame,  Yefterday,  to  Day,  and  for  ever;  and 
what  was  true  then,  or  with  regard  to  the  particular 
Objedls  of  the  Legiflature's  Juftice  and  Compaffion  at 
that  Time,  is  equally  fo  novu^  and  even  preferably,  in 
the  Cafe  before  us.  No  body,  I  prcfume,  vviil  have 
the  Front  to  fay,  in  plain  Terms,  that  a  Subjed:,  becaufe 
a  Soldier,  and  one  who  rifques  his  Life  a  thoufand 
Times  in  a  Campaign,  while  fighting  for  his  Country, 
ought  therefore  to  be  deprived  of  any  Benefits  confer- 
red by  that  Country  on  his  Fellow-Subjeds  :  I  Qiould 
rather  expeil  to  hear  of  new  Immunities,  and  fuch  like 
legal  and  proper   indulgencies,   peculiarly  allotted  for 

his 
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his  Reward  :  And  yet,  what  lefs  do  they  fay,  in  Effe£V, 
who  fubfcribe  to  the  Equity  of  ofFording  all  Afliftances 
to  Perfons  impeach'd  ior  High  Treafon  (the  greateft 
Crime  the  Law  of  England  knows)  and  yet  refufe  to 
extend  any  to  the  Officer  and  Soldier  ? 

A  Sneerer  may  here,  I  foiefee,  difplay  his  littleWit, 
in  pronouncing,  that  I  am  mylelf  a  Lawyer;  and 
that  my  fole  Aim  is  to  enlarge  the  Field,  and  cut  out 
more  Work  for  my  Profeffion.  It  were  a  Pity  to  rob 
him  of  his  Mite  :  So  I  (hall  let  him  enjoy  it,  if  he 
refufes  to  take  my  Word,  that  I  am  not  in  any  degree 
of  Kindred  to  the  Bar,  otherwife  than  as  I  have  alrea- 
dy declared:  He  would  do  well  likewife  to  remember, 
that  there  is  a  very  wide  Difference  between  Sarcafm 
and  Argument,  which  latter  being  my  prefent  Bufmefs, 
1  ihall  accordingly    perfue. 

After  having  canvafed  this  Matter  wnth  all  the  Im- 
partiality and  Diligence  I  am  capable  of  ;  and  having 
llarted  in  my  own  Mind  every  Cavil  to  which  tb?  Pro- 
pofition  is  liable,  and  given  each,  as  it  occurr'd,  ir^  full 
Force  ;  1  cannot,  for  my  Life,  difcover  any  Incongrui- 
ty, orDifficulty  on  the  Side  of  theAffirmative,  which  is 
not  infinitely  out-weighed  by  the  Inconveniences  (to 
give  them  the  fofteft  Term)  attending  the  Negative. 
To  flateand  anfwer  them  all  feparately  and  diftin(3:ly, 
would  exceed  the  Bounds  I  have  prefcrib'd  to  myfclf  : 
Befides,  that  it  wou'd  be  unfeafonable,  feeing  that 
any  Juftiiication  of  the  unequal  Meafure^  now  dealt 
to  our  Military  Bnihrcn^  has  never  yet  been  attempt- 
ed ;  at  leaft,  fo  as  to  make  the  Public  the  Judges  of 
its  Validity.  Some,  however,  of  the  mofl  trite  Ob- 
jedtions  which  I  have  gathcr'd  from  Converfation,  or 
been  able  to  form  to  myfelf,  I  will  juft  touch  upon. 

It  is  one.  That  theOfficers  promilcuoufly  call'd  upon 
to  ftt  as  Judges,  being  no  Lawyers,  the  Caufe  in  Hand 
might  be  puzzled,  inftead  of  having  its  true  Merits 
difplay'd,  by  the  Subtiltics  to  whicli  thofe  Gentlemen 
are  habituated.  I  anfwer,  That  the  Law  here  fpokcn 
of,  is  the  Mutiny- Ad ^  and  the  Articla  of  If'ar  iound- 
cd  upon  it.     If  it  be  faid,  that    the  Officers    mav  not 

be 
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be  thorough  Maflers  of  the  Conne6lio  nand  Depen- 
tlcncy  between  the  Ji5}  and  the  Articles^  I  {hall  not 
fcruple  to  affirm,  that  they  are  not  fit  l^ryeis,  unlefs 
properly  inftrudled,  and  led  into  that  Knowledge, 
which  is  what  I  aim  at :  If  they  are,  and  all  the  Plead- 
ings, as  here  fuppofed,  drawn  from  thence,  what  Room 
can  there  be  for  Fallacy  ?  Or,  at  mofl,  will  not  the 
Obje£tion  lye  equally  ftrong  againft  the  Pra£lice  of 
cur  Civil  Courts  ?  It  would  be  hard  to  deem  Gentle- 
men, of  liberal  Education,  lefs  fufceptible  of  Common 
Senfe,  than  an  ordinary  Jury  :  Thefe  are  prefumed 
capable  of  underftanding  the  Law,  or  Statute,  upon 
which  the  Indiftment  is  founded,  yet,  they  are  aflifl- 
cd  hy  the  Lights  afForded  them  by  the  Explanations 
of  the  Council,  as  well  as  from  the  Evidence  j  and, 
upon  the  whole,  from  the  Strefs  laid  on  their  Decifion, 
innumerable  Circumftances  are  fuggefted  to  the  Mind, 
which  elfe,  perhaps,  had  never  enter'd  it  ;  and  which 
carry  along  with  them  their  own  Authority. 

Whoever  has  been  converfant  with  Tryals,  can- 
not but  have  obferv'd  the  fignal  Ufe  of  Crofs-queftion- 
ing  alone,  towards  the  Deteftion  of  Falfehood  ;  to 
which,  however,  a  Degree  of  Skill  is  requifite,  that  is 
not  attain'd  but  by  fuch  as  make  it  part  of  their  Study. 
Could  this  Art  be  infpired  into  all  thofe  who  compofe 
Courts- Martial,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  many 
a  Wretch  wou'd  have  efcaped  Swinging  or  Shooting  ; 
and  many  more  had  flept  in  a  whole  Skin.  Among 
Others,  the  famous  Mtfs  Hannah  Snell^  the  Female 
Warrior,  (if  it  may  not  be  thought  too  ludicrous  an 
Inftance,  and  I  hope  it  will  not,  fince   I  hear  fhe  is 

now  deem'd  worthy  the  Patronage  of  his  R —  H 

the  D~«,)  might  have  been  fpared  the  five  hundred 
Lafhes,  which  my  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  July  lafl, 
informs  me,  fhe  recciv'd,  tyed  up  to  the  Cajile-Gate  at 
CarllJIe,  upon  a  falfe  Accufation  of  a  Serjeant,  who, 
it  feems,  owed  her  a  Spite,  upon  a  Prefumption,  that 
ihe  was  his  Rival. 

But,  to  be  ferious,  as  the  Cafe  well  deferves;  I  know 
niany  Officers  of  great    Honour  and  Humanity,  who 

have 
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have  frankly  owned,  in  my  hearing,  that  they  were  too 
much  aw'd  and  abafb'd  to  give  a  free  Vent  of  their 
Sentiments,  before  their  Superiors,  who  fat  with  them, 
and  a  crouded  Audience  :  Nor  is  this  Dread  in  the 
leaft  unnatural,  if  the  rigid  Subordination  in  which 
they  are  train'd  to  the  firft,  together  with  the  Nu- 
velty  of  fpeaking  in  Prefence  of  the  latter,  be  duly 
confidered.  Now,  feeing  that  they  are,  as  •/ell  Jury- 
as  Judges,  and  that  the  liTue  of  the  Caufe  depends 
entirely  on  their  firm  Adherence  to  Juftice,  unietcer'd 
by  Intereft,  Complaifance,  Biifhfulnefs,  is'c.  is  it 
Hot  highly  expedient,  that  thefe  DefecSts  ihou'd  be  re- 
mov'd  by  the  Interpofition  of  an  indepenient  Advo- 
cate, who  may  have  no  fuch  Scruples  or  Fears  about 
him  ? 

I  fay,  an  Independent  Advocate  ;  for  what  I  propofcj 
with  the  greateft  Deference,  as  a  Remedy,  (or  at  leaft 
as  a  Hint  towards  it)  is.  That  the  Parliament  would 
pleafe  to  appoint  One  to  each  Regiment,  with  as  good 
Reafon,  I  humbly  apprehend,  as  they  have  now  a 
Chaplain  and  Surgeon  allotted  to  them;  but  with  this 
material  Difference,  That  the  Former  fhou'd  not  be 
upon  the  ordinary  Eftablilhment,  paid  by  the  Regi- 
mental Agent,  nor  in  any  Shape  or  Degree  fubject  .o 
Military  Power  :  That,  on  the  contrary,  they  fhould 
have  a  creditable,  annual  Salary,  ilTuing  from  a  pecu- 
liar Fund,  and  payable  by  a  Receiver  of  the  Parlia- 
ment's Appointment  ;  in  Confideration  of  which,  they 
fliould  be  oblig'd  to  conflant  Refidence  with  fomc 
Part  of  the  Regiment,  as  Conveniency  might  dictate, 
whilft  at  Home  ;  and  be  entitled  to  Quarters  within 
Call,  when  the  Army  was  abroad  :  That  they  fhoulJ 
have  free  Admiffion  to  anv  Prifoner  j  and  look  upon 
it  as  their  Duty  to  enquire,  whether  or  not,  they 
could  be  of  any  Ufe  to  them,  and  if  fo,  receive  the 
proper  lnftru£tions  :  That  although  a  particular  Ad- 
vocate be  afligned  to  each,  neverthelefs,  any  of  Thofe 
of  other  neighbouring  Regiments  may  be  bound  to 
attend,  if  called  upon  by  a  C/tTifr^/ Court-Martial,- 
if  Ablence,  Sicknefs,  or  any  other  Accident  witholds 
the  peculiar  one  from  a  Regimental  Courr^  or  finally ,- 
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if  tliC  Profecutor  fliall  think  his  Accufation  ftands  in 
need  of  one,  for  its  Support.  And  here  it  may  be 
proper  to  explain  my  own  Meaning  farther,  on  what 
I  juit  now  hinted  above,  concerning  the  Duty  of  the 
Advocate  to  viilt  the  Prifoner  j  which  is,  That  I  am 
for  dedicating  him  preferably,  to  the  Service  of  the  De- 
fendant belonging  to  his  own  Corps  ;  whom  he  is  t9 
wait  upon  when  required,  and  afTift  wherever  he  is  at- 
tack'd.  For  as  to  theyftr?//^;-,  befides  that  he  is  generally 
prefumed  to  hold  the  better  End  of  the  Staff,  he  is  alfo 
exempt  from  the  Terrors  of  Punifhment  ;  and,  in- 
deed, from  mod:  of  the  Difadvantages  which  the  Jc- 
cufed  labours  under.  Thjt  if  any  Matter  of  Com- 
plaint fhall  arife  againft  fuch  Advocate,  as  wanting 
to  his  Duty,  it  may  be  heard,  and  he  punifii'd  ac- 
cording to  his  Demerits,  by  Perfons  authorifed  thereto 
bv  Parliament,  not  being  Soldiers  ;  for  in  Relation  to 
them,  his  Perfon  ought  to  be  as  facred  as  were  for- 
merlv  the  Tribunes  of  the  People  at  Ro?ne. 

With  Refpedl  to  Challengesy  I  beg  leave  to  differ 
fromyou,  Sir:Youhad  certainly  not  confidered.  That, 
except  when  an  Army  is  in  the  Field,  it  would  be 
extremely  difficult  to  afTcmble  a  fufficient  Num- 
ber of  Officers,  to  allow  of  them  in  the  Latitude 
pra£lifed  by  the  Civil  Courts  :  Yet  am  I  fo  far  of 
your  Opinion,  that  where  any  notorious  Indications 
of  Malice,  Partiality,  Revenge,  or  Self-Intereft,  in 
Rcfpecl  to  the  Criminal,  can  be  prov'd  upon  any 
Member  appointed,  he  ought, upon  no  Confideration, 
to  be  admitted  as  his  Judge  :  And  that  this  may  be 
proved,  if  provable,  it  would  be  but  equitable  to 
fiiew  him,  fome  little  Time  before  his  Tryal,  a  Lift 
ofthofe  affign'd  for  his  Judges,  to  the  End,  that y«c/? 
jnisht  be  removed  upon  juft  Caufe  (hewn. 

As  I  am  fmcerely  for  promoting  the  proper  Biifinefs  of 
an  Army,  if  an  Army  muftbe  tolerated,  and  as  I  do  not 
defire  to  fee  77;^/ clogged  by  unneceffary  Precautions, 
it  is  with  fome  Diffidence  that  1  plead  for  the  Ver- 
didts  being  unanimous  :  Whiiflupon  a  March  near  the 
F.nemv,  or  in  the  Field,  1  apprehend  fome  Incon- 
veniency,  in  confining  Thirteen  Officers,  till  they 
are   all  agreed;  But  when  at  Home,  I  can  defcry  no 

reafonable 
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Kafonable  Objection  to  giving  the  Soldier  the  fame 
Chance  for  his  Life,  or  Fortune,  which  every  com- 
mon Malefadtor  has,  who  does  not  wear  a  red  Coat. 
Befides,  the  Cafe  muft  be  attended  with  very  extra- 
ordinary Circumftances,  which  fhall  induce  an  Officer 
to  flarve,    rather  than  give  his  Afl'ent. 

It  may  poflibly  be  a  Doubt  with  Some,  whether  a 
fufficicnt  Number  of  Barrijiers  could  be  found,  wil- 
ling and  fit  to  undertake  this  Office  :  But  it  v/ill 
fcarce  remain  fo,  to  thofe  who  compare  the  Multi- 
tude of  Proficients,  v/ith  the  Few  who  earn  a  Liveli- 
hood by  it.  A  handfome  Stipend,  together  with  what 
they  might  occafionally  gain  while  in  Country  Quar- 
ters, would  prove,  without  Qi_ieftion,  a  fufficient  Ex- 
citement to  become  Candidates  3  and  the  greatest 
Difficulty  would  lye,  in  feledling  (without  Favour, 
or  AlTuiStion)  thofe  of  the  moft  Probity  and  beft 
Parts. 

But  now,  as  I  have  profefi'd  Candour,  I  will  fairly 
own,  that  I  myfelf  forefee  fome  Oocafions,  upon 
which  the  Advocates  here  contended  for,  might  hap- 
pen to  be  trouble  fome.  For  Example,  They  might  now 
and  then  be  impertinently  follicitous  in  their  Endea- 
vours to  extenuate  fome  Crimes;  and,  byalledging 
favorable  Circumftances,  fhew,  in  too  glaring  a  Light, 
the  Exorbitancy  of  one,  two,  or  three  ihoufand  Lafh- 
es  {a')  ;  or,  which  is  much  the  fame,  of  piqueting  a 
Man  till  he  drops  as  dead. 

Th.QV  might  bear  hard  upon  a  fuperior  Officer; 
who  having  given  an  abfurd,  unwarrantable,  pernici- 
ous Command^  fliall  lay  the  Load  on  the  Command- 
ed ;  and  leave  him  to  anfwer  for  all  the  ill  Con- 
fequences  of  its  Execution  :  Or  elfe,  who  havin<2; 
ordered  Impoflibilities,  Iball  arraign  the  L)ferior  that 
does  not  perform  them.  The  Maxim  which  obtains, 
as  I  have  it  from  fevcral  of  their  own  Alouths,  is. 
That  the  Commands  of  a  Superior  are  implicitly, 
and  without  Hcfitation,  to  be  obey'd  ;  and  if  any 
Mifchief,  or  Inconveniency,  cnfucs,  it  is  chargable  on 
C  2  him. 

{a)  Fifty  or  Sixty  Lafhes  is  reckoned  a  fevere  Puniih- 
nicnj,  in  our  Sea  Service. 
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him.  Yet  are  there  not  wanting  Inftances,  it  feems, 
where  the  Tables  have  been  turn'd,  and  the  poor 
Subaltern  (for  each  is  fo,  to  his  immediate  Comman- 
der) has  been  forced  to  pay  the  v.'hole  Reckoning.  I  con- 
fefs,  then,  than  an  unprejudiced,  and  independent  Ad- 
vocate, might  here  untownrdly  interpofe  ;  and,  perhaps, 
chop  upon  Evidence  or  Arguments  more  confcnant  to 
Juflice  and  Humanity,  tlio'  lefs  to  Military  Dii'ci- 
plire. 

They  might  urge  too,  the  due  Diftinctions  which 
ought  to  be  obferv'd  in  the  Terms,  utmojl  Endeavours^ 
tending  to  Mutiny^  the  equitAbie  Conicrudtion  cf  a 
Gefiure  of  Difrepe^^  Mifiehavtour^  Contewp^i  un-r 
Ike  a  Gentleman^  fVords  tetiding  to  the  Hurt  cr  Difnt' 
'Kour  of  the  Commander  :  Which  bad  been  all  fufiiciently 
expofcd,  had  you  barely  produced  tht:n  ;  But  you  have 
exhibited  a  Piece  of  Hiftorv,  which  extmplifies,  in  fo 
terrible  a  Manner,  the  Tcndeyicy  which  the  laft  Rxpref- 
fion  alone,  has  to  the  Hurt  and  Dijhonour  of  every 
Perfon  under  its  Lafh,  that  it  is  impofiible  to  read  it, 
V/ithout  the  utmoft  Indignation  at  the  pernicious  Ufe 
made  of  this  Article  in  thofe  Times ;  nor,  without 
Ihuddering  a'  he  Ufe  which  7nay  be  made  of  it  in 
Times  to  coiue. 

And  yer,  ftrong,  and  applicable  as  this  Story  is  to 
your  Purpofe,  permit  me  to  far,  That  had  you  thought 
iit  to  confult  Kujbworth^  inltead  of  Echardy  (who, 
as  a  Party-man,  was  concerned  to  paliate  the  Matter 
in  Favour  of  Lord  Strafford^  as  far  as  it  wou'd  bear, 
nor  is  the  noble  Hijicrian  he  quotes,  abfolutely  free 
from  the  like  Sufpicicn)  you  would  there  have  met 
with  fome  heightning  Particulars,  which  he  has  pur- 
poiely  omitted.  Fiujlnuorth  relates  the  Matter,  as  it 
appeared  upon  Proof  at  the  Earl's  Tri:.l  ;  and  mull 
have  been  no  lefs  Fool,  than  Knave,  to  falfify  it  j  be- 
c  lufe  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  would  be 
wi.ncfe  againfi:  him.  He  tells  you,  That  the  Words  for 
Vvhich  Lord  Mountnorris  was  arraigned,  en  the  iith 
of  December  J  i*^35>  vvere  fpcken  no  lefs  than  eight 
Mcntiis  before,  viz.  Jpril  the  1 8th  ;  confcquently, 
the  Earl  muft  have  lain  in  wait  all  that  Time,  for  a 

more 
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more  piaufible  Opportunity  of  Revenge,    but  could 
not  find  itj  fince  'tis  hardly  probable,  that  whoever 
reported  them  to  him,  Ihould  not  do  it  fooner  j  cfpe- 
ciaily  as  they   were  utterM  at  a  public  Taole.     It  is 
of  no  great  Importance  whether  Mountnorris  faid,  that 
he  hinifelf,  or  that  Annefy^  had  a  Brother,  tvko  woud 
net  have  taken  fo  fmall  a  Revenge  for  a  Blow  receiv'd, 
(which  the  Archdeacon  very  diliiigenuoufly  conceals, 
as  he  likewife  adds  the  Epithet  contemptuoufly)  :  But  I 
think  the  latter  is  the  Senfe  of  RuJJjworth  :  Take  rt 
either  Way,    what  a  Stretch  of  military  Prerogative 
is  here  difplay'd  !   But  I  hdve  not  yet  done  with  it. 
The  Lord-Lieutenant,  by  his  own  ConfelHon,  accor- 
ding to  the  laft  named  Author,  was  prefent,  tho'  not 
as  a  Member  of  the  Court.     It  was  a   Doubt,  if  he 
did  not  fit  there  with  his  Hat  on.     He  refufed  to  have 
him  tried  on   one   Article  only,    (there   being   two, 
which,  vv'ith  little  draining,  might  reach  him)  repeat- 
ing. That  he  would  have  both,  or  none.     Lord  Moor 
ailed  the  Part  of  Judge  and  Witnefs.     Lafily,  upon 
Lord  Mountnorris^ s  Demurrs,  and  Entreaty  for  Time 
to  give  in  his  Anfwer,  He  propofcd  the  condemning 
him  as  mute  :   By  which  Threat,  the  Noble  Criminal, 
wholly  unprovided   for  his  Defence,  as  not  dreaming 
of  fuch  al'hunder-Clap,  was  hurried  and  frighted  into 
an   immediate  Plea  ;    and   upon   nothing    more    than 
ihofe  Words  being  proved,  was,   tho'  a  Peer  of  the 
Realm,    fentenced   to  be  /hot^    or    beheaded,   at  the 
Earls  Option. 

To  return  from  this  Digreflion  :  The  Advocates  I 
have  been  fpeaking  of,  v^ould  be  apt,  I  fear,  upon 
thefe  Occafions,  to  carry  the  Jt^  of  Parliament  in 
their  Right-hand,  and  the  Articles  of  fi'ar  in  their 
Left;  would  fcrupuloufly  compare  the  one  with  the 
other ;  and  finding  perhaps,  upon  fuch  Examination, that 
their  Client  had  offended  neither^  would  miifl  upon  the 
Maxim,  JVljere  there  is  no  Laiv,  there  is  no  Trarfgref- 
fion  \  confequently,  thatafevcre  difcretiona?y  Punilh- 
ment  was  fcarce  juflifiable,  and  confequently,  notdif- 
creet.  He  might  dilate  on  the  Iniquity  of  endangering  a 
Perfon's  Life,  Body,    Fortune,  or  Reputation,    upon 

forced 
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forced  Inuendois^  and  Etcceteras  ;  and  plead,  that  the 
Articles,  as  they  ftand,  are  in  all  Confcience  rigorous 
enough,  without  their  Aid. 

They  might  — —  But  I  really  cannot  well  conceive 
how  they  would  condudl  themfelves  in  the  Cafe  of 
Duelling  ;  efpecially  where  the  Lofs  of  a  Subjedt  en- 
fues  :  Even  where  this  does  not  happen,  their  own 
Laws  are  very  explicite  againfi  the  Giver,  or  Accep- 
ter, merely,  of  a  Challenge  :  And  yet,  who  knows 
not,  that  by  the  Cuftoms  prevailing  in  the  Army,  a 
Man  is  always  branded,  and  mod  commonly  difcarded 
with  Ignominy,  who  Ihall  refufe  one  ?  To  take  a  re- 
cent Inltance  :  Can  any  one  doubt,  but  that  Captain 
CI — ke  wou'd  have  been  fet  afide  by  Military  Cenfure, 
had  he  peaceably  put  up  the  Indignities  cfter'd  him  by 

Captain  / s  ?    Neverthelcfs,    the  poor  Man  was 

condemned  to  die  by  the  Civil  Courts,  for  refenting 
them,  in  the  only  Way  he  could  do  it  conformably  to 
this  Cuftom ;  his  Chatels  confifcated  to  the  High-She-» 
riif,  and  he  obliged  (after  a  tedious  Imprifonment, 
uncertain  of  the  Ifiuej  at  a  great  Expence,  to  fue  out 
his  Pardon  ! 

I  have  fuppofed  my  Lawyer  to  be  preferably  re- 
tain'd  on  the  Side  of  the  Oppreffed  ;  who,  in  this  In- 
ftance,  muft,  I  think,  be  the  deceafed  Party  :  And,  if 
fo,  he  will  be  under  a  NecefTity  of  thwarting  this 
Ufage,  and  urging  the  Condemnation  of  the  Survivor, 
from  the  exprefs  and  indifcriminate  Words  of  the  Ar- 
ticle. I  could  here  enlarge  upon  the  hard  Dilemma 
which  every  Gentleman  who  wears  a  Sword  is  brought 
to,  when  reduced  to  take  the  Alternative  of  Infamy, 
or  Death  :  But  this  is  fo  obvious  an  Evil,  that  it  needs 
no  pointing  out.  I  leave  it  therefore,  with  this  Eja- 
culation^ I'hat  fome  Method  may  be  eftablifhed  by 
the  Legiflature,  for  the  giving  an  adequate  Reparation 
to  injured  Honour,  as  the  only  Antidote  againft  Cut- 
ting of  Throats  on  the  one  Hand,  and  fwinging  for 
the  fame,  on  the  other;  by  which,  two  Members  (to 
fay  nothing  of  ruin'd  Families)  are  cut  off  from  the 
Society ! 

The 
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The  Remarks  I  have  to  make  on  the  Alteration  (I 
wifli  I  could  call  it  Amendment )  in  regard  to  Revifals, 
will  naturally  be  included,  whilft  I  am  conlidering  the 
Perplexity  which  thefe  Advocates  might  probably  be 
involved  in  themfelves,  and  occafion  to  a  Court- 
Martlalj  under  this  Head.  The  Claufe  imports.  That 
henceforward,  there  fhall  be  but  one  Revifal  :  Where- 
as before,  the  Prefumptioti  obtain'd.  That  their  Num- 
ber lay  wholly  in  the  Breaft  of  the  General  in  Chief. 
Inftances  of  this  Kind,  and  in  Support  of  this  Tenet, 
were,  as  my  Friend  informs  me,  much  labour'd 
in  the  Debate  ;  and  one,  a  very  notable  one^  produ- 
ced ;  which  was.  That  our  late  King  William  had 
caufed  an  Officer  of  confiderable  Rank  to  be  tried 
three  Times  over,  till  a  Verdidl  againfl  his  Liie  was 
procured,  which  accordingly  was  executed.  Great 
Strefs,  it  feems,  was  laid  on  This,  as  a  Precedent  of 
the  utmoft  Authority,  and  worthy  to  be  adopted  for 
a  governing  Maxim.  Severity  was  the  avowed  Mean- 
ing of  Thofe  who  ftood  up  in  its  Defence  j  and  Poffi- 
bilities  of  Favour,  Compaffion,  Partiality,  urged  for 
the  Expediency  of  fuch  a  Meafure.  It  was  even 
extolled  as  a  great  Piece  of  Moderation  in  a 
certain  motley  Man  of  IVar^  that  he  was  willing 
to  compromife,  and  yield  to  one  only  Revifal.  A  de- 
cent Manner,  truly,  of  treating  a  Subjeft  of  fuch 
Importance,  and  in  fuch  a  Place  !  As  tho',  what  is  fo 
intimately  the  Concern  of  each  Individual,  was  in 
the  Difpofal,  and  depended  on  the  Courtefy,  of  one  f 
We  Country  Folks,  who  are  at  no  Time  over  fond 
of  Compliments,  can  leaft  of  all  relifh  them  upon 
thefe  Occafions.     But  this  by  the  Way. 

1  fay  then.  That  the  faid  Claufe  in  the  Adl,  being 
purely  negative,  and  not  pofitive,  a  confcientious  Advo- 
cate might  himfelf  boggle,  and  unluckily  ftart  fome 
Scruples  in  the  Minds  of  the  Judges,  in  Relation  to  the 
ftridt  Legality  of  their  Aflcmbly  :  He  might  offici- 
oufly  remind  them.  That  the  putting  a  Pciibn's  Life 
twice  in  Danger,  for  the  fame  fuppofed  Crime  (with- 
out ni-w  Matter,  which  I  think  is  precluded)  is  dia- 
metrically oppofite  to  the  Genius  of  our  £«;'///>{»  Laws ; 

itfid. 


(i6) 

and,  therefore,  ihn>.\s  m  reed  of  the  moft  explicite 
Authority  to  warrant  it  ;  he  might  endeavour  to  de- 
monftrate,  That  the  Preceding  of  K.  William  in  the 
Inftance  above,  though  in  the  Heat  of  a  Campaign 
againft  a  Foreign  Enemy,  and  on  Account  of  an 
important  Fortrefs  abandoned,  which  was  judged  defen- 
fible,  was  yet  a  moft  dangerous,  and  tyrannical  Ex- 
ertion of  Martial  Power ;  confequently,  by  no  Means 
a  fit  Pattern  for  EngliJh'Men  to  copy  after  :  He 
might  obferve,  that  if,  on  the  one  Side,  Favour, 
Campaflion,  tffc.  were  fometimcs  to  operate  towards 
the  acquitting  a  Criminal,  yet  even  This  was  infinite- 
ly more  conformable  to  the  Lenity  and  Wifdom  of 
our  Conftitution,  which  had  rather  that  Ten  Guilty 
fliould  Efcape,  than  One  Innocent  fufFer,  than  by  a 
Revifal  (which  being  limitted  to  077e,  has  but  the 
greater  Chance  for  being  effectual)  to  throw  open  the 
Door  to  all  the  Operations  of  Fear,  Ambition,  Self- 
Intereft,  Complaifance,    C3°f.  iffc. 

Thus  have  I  ingenuotifly  expos'd  the  Nakednefs  of 
my  own  Argument  ;  and  ftill,  fondly  pcrfuaded  of 
its  Truth,  fear  not  to  draw  up  its  Antagonifts  in 
Rank  and  File^  that,  at  one  View,  their  whole  Strength 
may  be  difcovered,  in  this  Summary.  Firjl,  The 
Officers  fitting  at  a  Court- Martial  as  Judges  and 
'Jury^  would  run  the  Rifque  of  being  informed,  or, 
if  you  pleafe,  reminded,  to  adhere  to  the  Letter  and 
Spirit  of  the  A6t  cf  Parliament.  Secondly,  The  Awe 
of  Superiors,  and  the  Innability  of  Speaking  (pOiTibly 
of  Judging)  clearly,  before  a  numerous  Audience, 
Blight  be  relieved  by  the  loterpofition  of  our  Orator, 
and  the  bafliful  Member  etnboldened  to  give  his  Vote 
according  to  his  enlightned  Sentiments.  Thirdly,  They 
micyht  be  enfnared  into  a  feafonable  Compaflioa 
of  human  Frailty  j  and  thence,  induced  to  propor- 
tion the  Punifhment  to  the  Crime,  taking  in  all  the 
favourable  Circumftances.  Fourthly,  Illegal,  mifchiev- 
ous,  or  impoflible  Commands  might  happen  to  be 
traced,  and  fo  the  Cenfure  light  upon  the  true  Ob- 
jedt.  Fifthly,  IVordsy  Gejlures,  &c.  might  receive  a 
more  equitable,  and  therefore  mors  merciful  Inter- 
pretation 
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^retation  than  fometimes  have  been  put  upon  them. 
Sixthly^  A  Court  might  be  teazed  with  Over-caution, 
in  a  Cafe  where  the  Accufed  cou'd  be  found  guilty  of 
no  fpecified  Crime.  Seventhly ^  Revifals,  as  I  have  juft 
now  hinted,  might  chance  to  ftagger  Men  accuftomed 
to  Civil,  and  Natural,  Equity  j  and  this  Repu';nance 
of  theirs  to  (hock  Both,  may  prove  infe<5lious.  Lajily, 
(For  1  bring  it  in  the  Rear,  as  moft  confiderable)  the 
fuppofed  Criminal  might  hereby  become  confident^  that 
nothing  fhould  be  omitted  which  made  for  his  Caufe  ; 
nor,  without  due  Animadverfion,  admitted  againft  him, 
which  was  not  clearly  proved. 

Moft  of  Thefe  Points  have  already  been  fpoken  to,  oc* 
cafionally,  as  they  fell  in  my  Way:  And  as  for  the  reft, 
inftead  of  amufing  you,  or  myfelf,  with  an  Anfwer,  I 
chufe  to  put  the  Queftion  to  an  Opponent,  —  ad  quod 
damnum?  Or,  in  plain  Englijh^  wherein  would  the  great 
Evil  confiff,  fhould  all  this  come  to  pafs  ?  Till  I  am 
fhewn  in  what  Corner  that  Evil  lurks,  I  fhall  be  apt 
to  think,  that  the  barely  expofing  thefe  Obje£lions,  is 
a  fufficient  Reply  to  them.  In  the  mean  Time,  as 
it  is  directly  conformable  to  my  Pofition  at  fetting 
out,  and  for  the  Sake  of  which  this  Topick  has  been 
dwelt  upon,  I  fear  with  fome  Prolixity,  1  will  ven- 
ture to  point  out  one  great  Good,  among  many  Others, 
which,  I  apprehend,  would  naturally  refult  from  fuch 
a  Meafure  :  Namely,  That  the  Soldiery  (I  mean  to 
include  every  Officer  in  his  refpeflive  Station)  enjoy- 
ing fuch  a  folid  and  permanent  Proof  of  the  Nation's 
Juftice,  Regard,  and  Tendernefs  for  their  Rights, 
mufl  needs  be  guided  to  look  up  to  the  Legiflature  as 
their  Supreme,  and  moft  beneficient  Makers  j  to 
whom  they  owe  the  higheft  iJuty,  Reverence,  and 
Gratitude,  as  well  for  their  Prote^ion^  as  their  Pay. 
In  a  Word,  They  would  thence  be  taught  a  Leflbn, 
fomev/hat  different  from  That  which  moft:  of  them 
have  now  by  Heart,  viz.  That  their  immediate  Com- 
manders are  the  fok,  and  uncontroulahls  Difpenfen  of 
all  Indulgencies,  and  Punifhments  :  And,  on  the  con- 
trary, learn.  That  their  Country,  which railes,  main- 
tains, and  paternally  guards  Each  of  them  from  Wrongs 
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hath  as  undeniable  a  Claim  to  their  Services,  even  a- 
gainjl  their  Brethreti  of  the  Profeffmi^  as  a  good  Fa- 
ther would  have  to  that  of  a  pious  Son,  when  endan- 
ger'd  by  the  Violence  of  an  unnatural  Brother. 

Hitherto,  this  Matter   has  been  treated,   as  though 
the  Army  and  Martial  Laws  were   always  to  exift  in 
the  fame  Number  and  p'orm  they  are  at  prefent ;  upon 
which  Suppofition  ,  I  have  humbly  propofcd.  That  fo 
•valuable^  and  at  the  fame  Time,  {o  formidable  a  Body, 
fliould   be  more    clofely  wedded  to  their  Country,  by 
being  indebted   to  it,   for  the   Favour  of  proper   A(- 
fiftance  againft  the  Laxity  of  their  Letter^  and  the  Ri- 
gor of  their  Sentences  [a).     \x\  this,    I    pretend   no 
more  than  to  fubmit  a  rough  Draught  to  the  Confidera- 
tion  of  wifer  Heads ;  whence,  doubtlefs,  it  would  receive 
a  great  many  Additions  and  Improvements.     Till  fuch 
fhall  think  fit  to  take  it  into  Confideration,  This  Sketch 
may,!  prefumc,  fuince,  at  leaft  to  obviate  the  Queftion 
in  the  Mouths  of  Gainfayers, -;:;/%.     What  then,  muft 
Recourfe  be  had  to  the  Civil  Magiflrate  as  often  as  a 
private  Soldier   foali  defert,  get  drunk,  fleep   on  his 
Poft,  abufe   his  Qt^iarters,  or  Comrade,    lofe  his  Ac- 
coutrement?,  pawn  his  own  Linnen,  or  fteal  his  Bed- 
fellow's? <^c.  Such  Cavillers  may  perceive.  That  this  is 
not  requifite  ;  and  yet,  the  End  may  be  obtained,  which 
is  the  Prefervation  of   the    Culprit  from    the  EfFeds 
of  falfe  Evidence,    Malice,    Revenge,    and   Cruelty. 
Where  the  Proofs  fhould  be  very  full,  and  ttie  Punifh- 
ment  diilinflly  afligned,  I   do   not  fuppofe    that  our 
Advocate   would  be  called    upon  ;  but,  when    either 
the  Firft  are  defedlive,   or    the   Latter  difcretionary, 
an  Examiner,    or    a   Moderator  (I    fpeak  not  in  the 
Senfe   of  the  Schools)    could  not  furely   be  unfaafon- 
able.     And   here,  as  it  jumps  into  my    Thoughts,  I 
will  juft  add  one  more  Hint  to  this  imperfedl  Scheme  ; 
which  is.  That   thefe  Civil  Tribunes  of  the  AJilitary 
People,  fhould,   as   often  as  they  efleemed    the   Cafe 
offufHcient  Importance   or  Curiofity,    have    a  Right 

to 
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(19) 

to  demand  and  receive  a  Copy  of  the  Procefs,  figned 
by  the  Precedent,  and  counterfigned  by  the  Judge 
Advocate, 

But,  Sir,  1  ftould  be  very  loth  to  have  It  under- 
ftood,  that  I  renounce  any  material  Part  of  the  Doc- 
trine contain'd  in  your  Ohfervat'ions.  1  am  now  as 
thoroughly  convinced  as  you  was,  when  you  made 
them,  that  fo  numerous  a  Land  Army  can  by  no 
found  Reafoning  be  proved  more  neceflary  at  pre- 
fent,  than  after  the  Peace  of  Ryfuicky  when  7000 
Men  were  found  fufficient.  You  have,  in  the  Com- 
pafs  of  one  Page,  demonftrated,  beyond  all  Contra- 
di£lion,  that  the  Plea  for  fuch  a  Force,  as  we  now 
enjoy,  was,  in  every  Light,  infinitely  ftronger  at  that 
Time,  than  in  this  ;  whether  we  regard  the  Pofturc 
of  Affairs  at  Home,  or  Abroad  :  Yet,  if  I  miffake 
not,  10,000  Men  was  the  utmofl  contended  for  by 
that  modefi  Miniftry  ;  which  Hill  could  not  be  ob- 
tain'd  from  the  more  cautious  Senate.  Had  you 
thought  proper  to  have  gone  higher  in  fearch  of  Ar- 
guments, fuch  as  are  not  given  to  read  Hiftory, 
might,  at  a  lefs  Expence  of  Pains,  have  been  inform'd, 
that,  at  a  Time  when  Scotland,  io  far  from  being 
united  to  England,  was  fo  to  France,  as  well  by  the 
Intermarriages  with,  as  annual  Penfions  receiv'd 
from,  that  Nation  ;  Standing  Armies  in  Time  of 
Peace  were  never  fo  much  as  thought  of,  [o)  A 
Force  proportioned  to  the  Oecafion  was  raifed  ; 
whether  it  was  to  make  War  ofFenfive  or  defen- 
five,  with  the  French  or  Spaniards,  or  to  repel  the 
frequent  Licurfions  of  the  Scotch  upon  our  Borders  ; 
and  disbanded  again,  as  foon  as  the  Cor.tefl  was  fi- 
nifh'd.  If  it  be  ask'd.  Where  Soldiers  were  found, 
fit  for  the  Bufmefs  ?  It  is  anfwered,  that  there  fub- 
fiUed  a  numerous  Militia  in  all  Parts  of  the  Coun- 
try. Thefe  were  trained  up  in  the  Skill  of  handling 
D  2  the 

[x  Oar  Kings,  till  after  the  Rejtorathn,  bad  no  other 
Guards  ihan  the  Love  of  the  People,  if  we  except  a  few 
Beff  Eatett,  who  were  kept  more  for  Shew,  than  Safety  j 
to  i«cre  up  hit  Dioncr,  tb»n  to  awe   his  Suhjeds. 
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the  Arms  then  in  Ufa  ;  (as  ours  might  in  like  Man- 
ner be,  diJ  we  not  hold  the  Prefervation  of  the  Gamiy 
a  Concern  of  fuch  Importance,  as  ought  to  predomi- 
nate over  all  others)  and  being  moft  of  them  Free- 
men, who  had  fomething  to  gain  by  their  Vidlories, 
or  lofe  by  their  Defeat,  fought,  not  only  with  a  Senfe 
©f  Honour,  but  of  Interefl^  too  ;  and  particularly 
againft  the  Scots,  ic  v/as  pro  Arch  et  Focis ;  that  is 
to  fay,  for  their  Wives,  Children,  Goods,  Corn, 
and    Cattle. 

The  Reigns,  efpecially,  of  Edward  the  Hid,  and 
Henry  the  Vth,  furnifh  us  with  abundant  Inftances, 
both  of  EngliJJ:  Valour  and  Condudl-,  exerted  by  Ar- 
mies raiftd  but  a  hw  Months  before.  It  is  to  little 
Purpofe  to  (c^y,  that  their  Weapons,  and  Manner  of 
Fighting,  were  quite  different  from  thePrefent.  Cou- 
rage and  Order  ever  were,  nnd  ever  will  be,  the  two 
efiential  Requifitcs  :  The  Firft  was  found  innate  to 
our  Countrymen  in  thofe  Days,  and  I  hope  the  Breed 
is  not  yet,  in  that  Particular^  quite  degenerated  ;  the 
Second,  it  fhould  feem,  was  in  a  veiy  fmall  Time 
obtain'd  ;  though  it  is  hardly  conceivable,  that  the 
drawing  up  of  an  Army,  with  its  various  Evolutions, 
before  the  Invention  of  Gun-Powder,  when  Succefs 
depended  fo  much  more  on  Agility,  Perfonal  Bra- 
very,  and  Strength  of  Body,  fhould  demand  lefs  Art 
jn  the  Oi?icer  j  or  the  Management  of  the  Brown 
Bill,  Lance^  Sword^  and  Bow,  lefs  Dexterity  in  the 
J'rivate  Centinel,  than  that  of  the  Firelock  at  this 
Time.  We  hear  indeed,  that  the  Excrcife  of  thefe 
Weapons,  the  Bow  efpecially,  was  their  ufual  Di- 
verf  on,  when  difmift  to  their  refpe£live  Homes  ; 
and  he  who  was  the  flrongeft  Archer,  or  beft  Markf- 
man,  was  the  envy  of  the  Parifli  in  which  he  lived. 
Now,  would  I  gladly  be  informed,  wherein  the  Dan- 
ger, Inconveniency,  or  great  Expence,  would  lye,  if 
the  Militia  here  recommended,  were  call'd  together 
from  the  adjacent  Parts  upon  Holidays  ;  had  Arms,  and 
a  little  Powder  diftributed  to  them  by  a  Store-Keeper 
appointed  for  that  Purpofe  ;  went  through  a  Platoon-- 
£xerclfc,    under  the  Direction  of  fome  Veteran,  paid 

for 
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for  tha-t  Office  ;  and  that,  to  render  the  Whole  pala- 
table, a  laced  Hatt,  ruffled  Shirt,  or  fome  fuch  Trifle, 
was  allotted  as  a  Prize  to  the  beft  Performer,  in  firing 
at  a  Mark. 

To  come  nearer  our  own  Times ;  what  later  Atchiev- 
ments  of  Courage,  or  EfFe6ls  of  Skill,  can  be  pro- 
duced, which  fhall  furpafs,  I  might  fay,  equal  thofe 
of  our  Countrymen,  under  the  Conduct  of  Oliver 
and  other  Leaders  on  both  Sides,  at  Home,  or  in- 
deed, thofe  fent  by  him  Abroad,  when  declared 
Protedor  ?  And  yet  it  is  well  known  that  he  himfelf 
was  not  bred  up  a  Soldier  ;  that  his  Officers  were  for 
the  mofl  Part  Country  'Squires  ;  many  of  them  Ar- 
tificers, fuch  as  Weavers,  Ta/lors,  Shoemakers,  i^c. 
And  the  Bulk  of  his  Armies  compofcd,  moreover,  of 
many  various  difcordant  Se£laries,  agreeing  in  nothing 
but  manfully  executing  his  ambitious  Projedls  ; 
while  cheated  into  a  Belief,  that  C/;r//?'s  Dominion  was 
the  Caufe  in  Hand,  tho*,  in  EfFcwl,  it  was  his  alone 
they  were  eftablifhing.  This  I  fay,  was  the  Cafe 
during  the  Civil  VVars  j  and  afterwards,  in  the  Re- 
dudlion  of  Scctlaml,  the  Forces  made  Ufe  of  were 
no  better  than  Militia  j  if  I  averred  that  they  were 
not  fo  well  inflrudted  as  ours  might  he^  it  cotrfd  be 
warranted ;  feeing  that  the  Former  were  frequent- 
ly enlifled  in  one  Month,  and  gave  Battle  the  next, 
not  a  Man  of  them  had  then  ever  feen  Germany^  or 
Flanders:  When  they  did,  they  became  the  Admi- 
ration of  all  Europe  ;  which  they  likewife  kept  in 
Awe  by  their  diftinguifh'd  Refolution  :  'Tis  true, 
that,  before,  it  was  Militia  oppofcd  to  ATilitia,  and 
fhould  it  be  urged,  that  a  Spirit  of  Enthufiafm  was 
gone  forth  at  that  Time,  which  infpired  a  fuperna- 
tural  Bravery  ;  be  it  remember'd  too,  that  it  was  in 
North- Britain  at  Icafl  Enthufiajl  againfl:  EnthufiaJ}  ^ 
fo  that  they  were  flill  upon  equal  Terms  in  that  Re- 
fpedt:  In  all  Others,  what  Diflidvantages  our  Country- 
men had  to  encounter,  will  be  obvious  to  any  one 
who  has  ever  heard  of  the  Mountains,  Lakes,  Rivers, 
and  Boggs,  by  which  the  Scots  are  naturally  intrench- 
ed, and  who  confiders  the  difheartning  Circumltanccof 
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having  no  Retreat  In  Cafe  of  a  Check.  Notwithftand- 
ing  all  which  Difadvantages,  and  an  Inferiority  of  Num- 
bers into  the  Bargain,  we  read  of  many  a  well- fought, 
and  generally  fuccefsful.  Action  on  our  Side  :  But  who 
ever  heard  of  one  Rent  which  might  keep  Pace  with 
either  of  thofe  two  infamous  ones  of  Prejhn-pans,  or 
Falkirk  f  And  yet,  here  the  Conteft  was  between  a 
ibrv'd  Mob  of  Highlanders,  and  regular  Troops,  who 
had  made  feveral  Campaigns  ! 

By  this,  however,  I  intend  not  to  ridicule  all  Difcl- 
pline  as  entirely  ufelefs.  Mere  'Squire  as  I  am,  I  have 
learnt  enough  from  the  Exercifes  1  have  an  Opportunity 
of  feeing  at  our  Tow;i's-End  ;  from  converfmg  with  the 
Officers  J  and  from  feveral  Reviews  I  have  been  pre- 
sent at,  to  difcern,  that  Order,  Silence,  Patience  for 
the  Word  of  Command,  together  with  the  dift'erent 
Wheelings  and  Facings,  are  highly  requifite,  and  make 
the  efl'ential  Difference  between  them,  and  an  unprac- 
lis'djuninformed  Croud  :  But  as  for  thofe  other  Niceties, 
" wijcther  the  Thumb  be  placed,  the  Mufket  flop- 
ped, the  Toe  extended  a  Straw's  Breadth  more  or 
lefs,  higher  or  lower,  I  never  cou'd  learn,  even 
from  the  Gerjlemen  of  the  Trade,  (tho'  I  perceive 
they  make  a  moft  fearful  Coil  about  it)  that  this  De- 
licacy is  ever  remembered  in  AElion  ;  and  therefore 
contributes  nothing  to  the  Succefs  of  a  Battle.  If  fo, 
to  what  muft  we  attribute  the  long  and  painful  Ap- 
prcntifhip  wiiich  hiitiatcs.  are  made  to  undergo,  but  to  an 
Attestation  of  Myftcricufnefs,  incomprehenlible  to  all 
but  Adepts  ;  not  attainable  without  the  greateft  Diffi- 
culty, and  many  occult  Qualifications,  which  we  are 
to  defpair  of,  and  therefore  firmly  to  believe,  that  a 
round  {landing  Army  of  2C,C00  Men,  at  leaft,  is  of 
abfolute  Neceffitv  to  our  Lives  and  Safeties  all.  Per- 
haps, I  am  milbken  j  and  that  this  Practice  is,  us  a 
Ba.rrel  thrown  out  to  the  Whale,  to  find  him  Em- 
ployment, and  keep  him  from  Mifchief.  Or,  as  fome 
will  alledge,  there  is  an  tjicxprejfible  Beauty  in  the  Uni- 
farn)!ty  of  thefe  miniue  Motion?.  But  if  that  be  al), 
and  the  Necejjary  might  be  procured  at  a  fafcr  and 
<:heaj)er  Rate,    1  would  humbly  put  r.  Query,   VVhe- 
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thor  it  might  not  be  more  expedient  for  cur  Conjiitw 
tion,  as  well  as  Purfes,  to  difcard  this  Beauty  at  once, 
rather  than  to  be  eternally  warding  ofF  the  Variety  of 
Mifchiefs  which  may  very  probably  enfue,  from  ta- 
king fuch  a  'Termagant  into  Keeping  ? 

The  Practicability  of  eftabli{hing  a  A^ilitia  fuffici- 
ent  for  our  Guard  at  Home,  is  fo  manifefl-,  both  from 
Reafon,  and  our  own  Experience,  that  it  (hou'd  feem 
fcarce  neceflary  to  recall  the  great  Example  of  the 
Romans,  who  fubdued  the  World  with  no  other.  Up- 
on every  new  Expedition,  we  read  of  the  Confuls 
enrolling  a  new  Army.  Under  what  Regulations  they 
were  held,  during  the  Peace,  I  am  not  inform'd.  It 
appears  they  had  fufficient  Leifure  to  till  their  Land, 
and  to  attend  their  other  domeftic  Affairs.  But  that 
they  were  well  qualified  for  fighting,  whenever  call'd 
upon,  needs  no  other  Proof,  than  the  wonderous  Ex- 
ploits they  perform'd.  'Tis  true,  the  Roman  Wars 
followed  one  another  pretty  clofely,  (as  they  aimed  at 
Conqueft,  we  only  at  Defence,  and  the  Extenfion 
of  our  Trade  :)  And  the  very  fame  Men  did  often, 
probably,  go  to  the  Compofition  of  Armies  raifed  at 
different  Timeo  ;  and,  confequently,  were  not  wholly 
ignorant  of  their  Bufinefs,  At  leaft,  they  were  join'd 
to  Veterans,  from  whom  th»y  caught  the  Knack  of 
executing  what  was  dictated  by  Science.  And  does 
not  our  Country  too,  fwarm  with  ffarving  Veterans  ? 
And  is  it  not  very  hopeful,  that  by  the  Help  of  mul- 
tiplied Treaties,  iind  jarring  Interefts,  our  Intervals  of 
Peace  will  not  be  of  fuch  tedious  Duration,  as  to  ef- 
face the  Memory,  or  extinguifh  the  Race,  of  Soldiers? 
Has  Old  England  lefs  Courage,  or  lefs  Docility,  than 
Old  Rome  f  1  am  very  unwilling  to  allow  the  Former  ; 
and  if  the  Latter  be  extorted,  Itill  our  Half-pay  Offi- 
cers (an  Advantage  they  wanted)  might  well  fupply 
that  Defedl  j  the  rather,  becaufe  on  this  Suppofition 
they  wou'd  be  much  more  numerous.  But  it  may  be 
faid.  We  are  a  free  Nation,  and  may  not  be  compel- 
led to  learn,  or  follow  the  Military  Trade.  I  an- 
fwer,  That  our  Freedom  depends  on  our  being  able 
\o  protcd  our  Freedom  :  That  the  Romans,  in   the 
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Height  of  their  Republican  Glory,  were  not  lefs,  but 
more  fo.  Yet  as  it  was  the  Senate  that  commanded, 
they  thought  themfelves  obliged  to  obey  j  which  too 
they  did  with  the  greater  Alacrity,  becaufe  we  no  where 
find,  that  ihey  were  enflaved  for  Life  ;  but  contrary- 
wife,  that  They  were  conltantly  emancipated  when  the 
War  was  finifhcd ;  when  alfo,  their  Complaints  were 
heard,  in  the  great  Aflembly  of  the  People,  by  whom  they 
were  redrefled,  if  their  Officers  were  found  to  have 
made  an  unjuft,  or  tyrannical  Ufe  of  their  Power. 

Such  was  the  Conduit  of  that  fagacious  and  valiant 
Nation  ;  equally  watchful  to  guard  their  own  Liber- 
ties, as  to  invade  That  of  Others.  Yet,  am  I  not  fo 
bigotted  to  their  Excellencies,  as  to  be  blind  to  their 
Overfights  ;  among  which,  I  efteem  it  a  moft  fatal 
one  (tho'  I  do  not  remember  that  any  Strefs  is  laid 
upon  it  in  Hiflory)  that  the  Military  Oath  of  Fide- 
lity^ ^c.  was  taken  purely  to  the  General  for  the 
Time  being.  This  Oath,  deemed  inviolable,  impo- 
fed  an  implicite  Obedience  to  his  Orders,  from  which 
himfelf  only  cou'd  Difcharge  the  Soldiers.  Had  it 
been  taken  to  the  Statey  we  ought  in  Charity  to  pre- 
fume,  that  it  had  been  no  lefs  religioufly  obferved  : 
But  that  thefe  Chiefs  were  not  always  difpofed  to  en- 
franchife  them,  becaufe  they  had  Purpofes  of  their  own 
to  ferve  by  Them,  1  call  to  Witnefs  Syila^  Afariust 
Pompey^  Szc.  and,  laft  of  all,  fuliui  Cafar,  under  whofe 
tremendous  Sword,  lefs  merciful  than  that  of  Death, 
the  Roman  Freedom  breathed  its  lafl. 

Hiltorians  dwell  more  upon  another  Event,  as  more 
deftrudive  to  the  Republic  ;  namely,  the  Profufion 
of  foreign  Wealth,  acquir'd  by  their  Vidories.  But, 
for  my  Part,  1  fhall  not  be  pofitive  which  of  the  Two 
had  the  greatefl  Share  in  its  Ruin  ;  for,  I  think  it 
quite  needlefs  at  this  Time,  to  infpire  any  Caution  a- 
jrainft  the  latter  Imprudence ;  feeing  no  great  Danger, 
That  our  Land-Warriors  fhall  this  ^t^ay  corrupt  their 
native  Land  j  or,  indeed,  enrich  the'mfelves  with  the 
Spoils  of  any  Nation, except  their  own. 

I  fhall  be  told,  perhaps.  That  the  Rojnan  People  were 
all  Soldiers :  Every  Patrician  qualified  to  command, 
*nd  every  PUbtian  to  execute.     And  where,  in  God's 
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Name  !  Where,  would  be  the  Harm,  were  it  to  bc^ 
come  a  Fafliion  among  our  Gentlemen,  to  dedicate  Part 
of  the  Time  they  now  beftovv  on  Hunting,  Cards,  and 
other  Diffipations  of  it,  to  the  ufeful  Diverfion  ot  ren- 
idring  themfelves,  and  Neighbours,  in  their  feveral  Dif- 
tridts,  expert  in  the  Military  Art?  It  is  but  a  very 
few  Years  ago,  when,  threatned  with  an  Invafion.  ani* 
moft  of  our  regular  Troops  beyond  Sea,  all  ClafTes  oi 
Men  were,  in  great  Hurry,  taking  up  Arms,  combining 
into  Corps,  and  informing  themfelves  in  the  ufeful  Part 
of  the  Exercife,  vi-z.-  the  habituating  themfelves  to 
the  Noife  of  Vollie?,  to  the  feveral  Wheelings  and 
Facings,  and  to  attending  the  Word  of  Command. 
In  that  perilous  Time,  when  it  was  apprehended, 
that  the  Winds  might,  from  every  Point  of  ti.e  Com- 
pafs,  waft  over  our  Enemies,  how  gladly  w;is  every 
Propofition  of  Social  Aid  liftned  to  ?  With  what  Smiles 
was  the  Country  Gsntlemans  Information,  Advice, 
and  Tenders  of  Service,  received  !  Even  Lord  Head- 
long himfelf,  I  am  told,  wou'd  condefcend  to  ftop  in 
his  Career,  and  gracioufly  fhake  the  clumfsy  Hand 
which  proferred  the  leail  Succour.  The  Pretender  at 
our  _  Doors,  and  the  French  every  Hour  expected  oa 
the  Coafts  of  Kent  and  Sujfex,  the  Belief  began  to  ob- 
tain, that  the  Gentry  and  Commonalty  of  England^ 
might  poiTibly  be  of  ufe  to  their  own  Prefervation  ; 
and  accordingly,  that  it  was  expedient  to  iruj}  them 
with  Arms.  But,  alas !  how  late  was  it,  before  this  Pa- 
triot Zeal  was  call'd  upon  j  and  how  foon  forgot,  when 
the  tremendous  Cloud  was  difiipated  !  Thrice  happy 
England^  Who  can  with  fuch  Facility  obliterate  as  well 
the  Benefits  fhe  receives  from  her  Friends,  as  the  In- 
juries from  her  Enemies  !  Who  can  indolently  ap- 
plaud herfelf  for  the  Efcapes  Ihe  has  made,  and  with 
fcriptural  Refignation,  take  no  Thought  for  To-mor- 
row !  Had  our  wife  Politicians  at  the  Helm,  but  fct 
about  the  forming  a  good  Adilitiay  even  when  the 
War  with  Spain  was  declared,  which  every  Child 
forefaw,  would  be  followed  by  one  with  Frcnw,  and 
as  certainly,  that  we  were  to  be  threatned  with  the 
Pretender^  is   ther«  a  thinking  Man  alive,  who  can 
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imagine,  that  the  French  would  have  dared  to  invade 
us  with  fo  fmall  a  Force  ?  And  if  they  fent  a  greater, 
they  muft  have  been  proportlonably  weakned  at  Home, 
and  expofcd  to  a  Retaliation,  which,  how  unfeafona- 
bly  and  unfuccefsfully  foever  it  was  afterwards  at- 
tempted, they  had  no  Defire  to  invite.  But  they 
were  thoroughly  apprifed  of  our  Condition ;  and! 
that  a  Handful  of  Men  were  fufficient  to  brave,  with 
Impunity,  a  Country  disjointed  by  domeftic  Feuds,  al- 
moft  devoid  of  regular  Troops,  and  having  fcarce  one 
Man  befides,  who  knew  how  to  level  a  Musket,  keep 
his  Rank,  or  enured  to  the  Din  of  Powder. 

A^ain  ;  after  our  difciplined  Corps  had  providen- 
tially got  Home,  and  by  their  Scceflion,  an  almoft 
uncontefted  Scope  was  left  to  the  common  Enemy, 
to  over- run  Flanders  and  Holland  ;  when  Marfhai 
JVede  Was  at  Newcajlle,  within  a  few  Days  March 
of  the  Rebels,  at  the  Head  of  a  formidable  and  well- 
provided  Army  ;  is  it  conceivable,  that  a  wretched 
Crew  of  half-ftarv'd,  half-naked,  half-arm'd  High- 
landers, with  an  effeminate  Italian  at  their  Head,  and 
no  Ofhcers  of  greater  Note  about  him,  than  Suit- 
van  and  Glenbucket^  could  poffibly  have  eluded  the 
Marfhal's  Diligence  ;  could  have  danced  the  Circle 
round  him  as  they  did  ;  laughed  at  his  Efforts  to  come 
up  with  them  ;  and,  laftly,  in  Contempt  of  him,  and 
to  the  Reproach  of  the  whole  EngUJh  Nation,  pene- 
trated as  far  as  Derby  (^),  in  Cafe  the  Kingdom  had 
been  provided  with  a  well  rtguhtedjWlitia  P 

It  is  granted,  that  the  Highlanders,  in  general,  are 
brought  up  in  the  Ufe  of  their  own  and  our  VV ca- 
pons. What  is  the  Cafe  now,  I  know  not;  but  till 
lately  not  a  Man  of  them  Ifirred  out  of  his  Hut,  with- 
out his  Piftols,  and  Durk,  ftuck  in  his  Girdle,  and 
his  Broad  Sword  by  his  Side.  As  for  the  handling  of 
the  Firelock.  Evolutions,  fife,  thanks  to  our  fagacious 
Management,  great  Pains  have  been  taken  to  inftrudt 

them 

[a]  Was  there  no  River,  no  Pafs,  no  Hedges,  or  Hollow 
Ways,  by  which  their  March  could  have  been  impeded, 
and  Time  gain'd  at  leaft  ? 
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them  throughly,  by  Means  of  the  Indeten,dtHi  Com- 
panies, into  which  they  were  all  enrolled  by  Turns  ; 
and  fo  all  become  qualified,  with  Succcfs,  to  turn 
the  Science  to  our  Confufion,  as,  in  Effect,  upon  fe- 
veral  Occafions,  they  did.  Egregious  Penetration  I  to 
inftitute  a  Serninary  for  Robbers  \  Banditti  !  who  be- 
ing divided  into  Clanfhips,  prey  upon  each  other  ; 
and,  in  Defiance  of  all  Laws,  blindly  follow  wherever 
their  Chiefs,  or  rather,  wherever  Plunder  leads  them. 
One  of  thefe  Companies  was  not  long  ago,  under  the 
Command  of  the  ever- memorable  Lord  Lovat  ;  and  I 
am  told,    that  Gknhucket   might    have  had    another, 

had  the  Fool  known    how   to    flatter  Lord  "J a. 

Is  it  faid.  That  this  \s  fetting  a  Thief  to  catch  a  Thief? 
It  may  be  anfwered.  That  Eyigland  has  caught,  and 
will  catchy  a  Tartar^  as  often  as  this  Maxim  is  put  to 
the  Proof. 

But  let  us  fuppofe,  for  a  Moment,  that  the  Scotch 
RuniSf  together  with  their  Sheep,  could  not  graze  in 
Peace  without  ihtit  Strephons  for  their  Guard,  (for^  by 
the  Way,  'tis  faid,  they  frequently  go  fnacks  with  th« 
Wolves)  ftill,  may  I  not  be  allowed  to  affirm,  that  our 
Freedom,  and  Properties,  are  as  well  worth  preferving, 
as  their  Cattle  ?  Prcferved  by  whom  ?  Not  by  Merci- 
naries,  whether  regimented,  or  formed  into  indcpen* 
dent  Companies,  but  by  fuch  as  have  a  direct,  or,  at 
leaft,  a  colatcral  Intereft  in  their  Prcfervation :  And 
when  I  fay  a  colateral  Intereft,  I  mean  to  include  the  Ar- 
tificer, Labourer,  and,  in  general,  every  Man  who  en- 
joys Property  of  any  Kind  under  the  Benefit  of  our 
Laws.  It  tends  fo  evidently  to  the  Welfare  of  every 
Individual,  to  prote£l  a  Country  which  protects  him, 
that  1  perfuade  myfelf  little  more  than  a  Permiffion 
\i  wanted,  to  fet  the  whole  Kingdom  ^  work  to 
render  themfclves  capable  of  doing  it  efi'edually  j 
more  efpecially,  as  this  Diverfion  would  be  attended 
with  no  other  Coft  than  that  of  fome  leifure  Hours, 
amply  compenfated,  if  only  the  Self-fatisfadion  of 
being  their  own  Guardians  were  to  enfue  :  But  how 
^luch  more  folidly  repaid,  by  the  Diminution,  and,  in 
Time,  the  Abolition,  of  Taxes  on  Land,  and  on 
^  Z  crerig 
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fvery  neceflary  to  Life,  which  mufl:  of  Courfe  follow 
upon  the  Difcharge  of  an  Army  at  once  fo  burfhen- 
fcmc  to  their  Purfes,  and  hazardous  to  their  Li- 
berties ? 

Every  Argument  for  the  Prohibition  of  the  Ufe; 
and  Exercife  of  Arms,  to  the  Scotch  Highlanders^  is 
as  lirong  for  the  Permifiion,  ar.d  even  for  inculcating 
that  Practice  amongft  us.  There,  the  common  Peo- 
ple are  generally  Robbers  from  their  Birth.  What 
f  rinciplf  they  have,  is  for  the  moft  Part  Jacohitifm  % 
SIS  Enemies  to  the  Umcn,  and  pacing  after  a  King 
of  their  cW^  ancient  Family  of  the  Stuarts.  To  fuch 
a  Degree  is  this  PrepofTelTion,  that  I  am  credibly  in- 
form'd,  by  fome  of  their  own  Gentlemen,  that  many, 
even  of  their  Prefbyterians,  figh  for  a  Popijh  Pretender^ 
and  that  his  Pidlure  is  a  principal  Ornament  in  their 
Houfes.  The  Lau',  it  is  true,  has  fome  Time  ago 
fet  them  free  from  the  blind  Vaffalage  which  they 
owed  to  their  Chiefs  ;  and  England  has  lately  pur- 
chaced  anew  their  Redemption^  at  a  very  high  Price  : 
But  it  is  greatly  to  be  fear'd,  that  more  powerful 
Cujiom  will  always  prevail  j  and  that,  upon  every 
Commotion,  they  will  join  the  Herd  which  wears 
iheir  Name,  unlefs  tempted  to  defert  it,  by  the 
Hopes  of  richer  Booty.  Accordingly,  it  was  found, 
that  many  of  Thofe  belonging  to  what  they  call  the 
Loyal  Clans,  Tided  with  the  Rebels  in  the  laft  Rebel- 
lion ;  and,  indeed,  they  muft  do  fo,  when  Pl'.mder 
is  the  Motive,  fince  they  well  know,  that  it  is  not 
in  their  own,  but  their  Enemy's  Camp,  that  they  are 
io  look  for  it.  Moreover,  left  a  Grain  of  Honour, 
or  a  Scruple  of  Confcience,  fhould  perchance  moleft 
a  iqueamifti  Mind,  a  Salvo  is  not  unfrequently  laid 
hold  of,  to  reconcile  Fidelity  to  Avarice  ;  which  is, 
that  fome  unnatural  Son,  or  headjhcng  Brother  (with- 
out the  Confcnt,  or  Knowledge  of  the  Proprietor^ 
,whom  we  are  to  fuppofe  a  Zealot  for  the  Houfe  of 
Hanover)  is  to  run  away  with  'he  Plock  j  and  before 
the  innocent  Animals  are  "aware,  league  them  in  a 
Confpiracy  againft  rheir  King  and  Country. 

The   Mountains,    Bogs,    Lakes,   2nd   other  Faft- 

neiles. 
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H^fCeSy  with  which  their  Habitations  abound,  and 
\vhich  render  them  inacceffible  to  all  helides,  prefenC 
another  Reafon  for  prohibiting  to  them  the  Ufe  of  ofr 
fenfive  Weapons  ;  fince  the  Odds  are  fo  greatly  on 
the  Side  of  their  employing  them  againft  the  prefent 
Eftabliftiment.  Having  no  Property  in  Lands,  as 
holding  their  F'arms  purely  at  the  Will  of  the  Lairds  ; 
no  Manufa£lurep,  no  Commerce,  no  Artificers,  no 
lioufhold- Furniture  ;  but  lazily  fubfifting  altogether 
from  Hand  to  Mouth,  upon  Oatmeal,  Water,  and 
long  Kale,  and  lying  upon  Heath,  it  is  no  Wonder  jf 
they  are  ever  ready  to  fifh  in  troubled  Waters,  as  wf 
fay,  whence  there  is  a  Poffibility  of  Gain,  but  none 
of  Lofs. 

Now  ;  Is  any  Part  of  this  Dcfcription  (and  I  am  not 
fenfible  of  having  exaggerated)  applicable  here  F  If  we 
have  our  Highwaymen,  Foot-pads,  Shoplifters,  Pickr 
pockets,  iffc.  they  are  neverthelefs  divided  intp  very 
imall  Combinations  of  Three,  Four,  or  perhaps  at  molt 
half  a  Score  ;  They  have  no  avowed  Chiefs,  either  by 
Law,  or  Prefcription,  whofe  Quarrels  they  think  them- 
felves  obliged  to  fight,  in  order  to  gratify  his  Revenge, 
fatiate  his  Ambition,  or  indulge  his  Avarice.  Have  we 
our  Vagabonds  ?  Provifion  is  made  of  Bridewellsy 
where  they  may  be  cdhipelled  to  work  for  their  daily 
Bread ;  and  the  innocently-Ncceilitous  are  taken  Care 
of  by  Poors  Rate,  Almflioufcs,  ifc.  The  Bulk  of  our 
common  People  may,  therefore,  be  divided  into  Far- 
mers, Manufacturers,  Artificers,  and  Labourers  j  the 
Jeaft  of  whom  have  fome  Property,  though  but  their 
Houfhold  Gear,  and  necefTary  Tools.  Many  of  the 
Firfl:,  have  coniiderable  Stakes  in  Land  of  their  own  ; 
as  alfo  have  many  of  the  Others,  in  Stock,  whether 
Cattle,  or  Materials  for  carrying  on  their  refpcdive 
Calhngs.  JI/,  it  is  prefumed,  do  ardently  defire  the 
fafe  and  unmolefted  PoiTeflion  of  what  they  now  enjoy  ; 
and  would  gladly  leap  at  any  OfFer  which  fhould  pro- 
mife  them  an  Acquilition  to  their  Wealth,  or,  which  is 
the  fame  Thing,  a  Saving  to  their  Expences :  And  if 
fo,  can  any  Man,  who  is  not  an  obltinate  Sceptic, 
^oubt.  Whether  the  Hopes  of  procuring  a  Rcdudion  of 

the 
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ihe  Taxes  on  Soap,  Candle?,  Salt,  Leather,  ^c.  &'c. 
in  Proportion  as  their  Zeal  and  Diligence  fhould  en- 
force the  Redti6lion  of  the  Army,  could  fail  of  proving 
a  moft  feeling  Inducement  to  the  utmoft  Exertion  of 
both  ?  Is  there  any  one  fo  blind  to  his  own  immediat* 
Intereft  and  Safety,  as  to  grudge  the  Price  of  fome  idle 
Hours,  otherwife  unthriftily  confumed  at  Cricket,  or 
t^inepins  ?  It  is  not  to  be  imagined,  of  the  People  in 
general  ;  and,  fhould  any  Particulars  prefer  an  j^/e- 
hcufe  to  this  profitable  Diverfion  (for  I  cannot  fuppofe 
any  Gentleman  to  be  backward)  a  fmall  Fine,  or 
other  Penalty,  on  the  Abfentee,  without  reaionablc 
Caufe  fhewn,  muft  prove  the  Cure. 

But,  the  People  of  England  are  for  the  mofi:  Part 
jfacobitesy  it  feems ;  and,  therefore,  by  no  Means  to  be 
trufted  with  the  Defence  of  their  Country,  which  is 
better  taken  Care  of  by  a  Standing  Army  of  Hirelings, 
without  either  Property,  or  Probity  ;  the  Scum  of  the 
Society,  and  often  the  Refufe  of  Goals,     Thefe  are 
commanded,  'tis  true,  by  Gentlemen  of  liberal  Edu- 
cation, who,  as  you  obferve,  are  many  of  them  allied  to, 
and  fome  poffcfTed  of,  confiderable  Eftates :  And  fo  far 
it  were  well :  But  then  they  are  Officers  at  the  fame 
Time  ;  and  as  fuch,  accountable  to  a  Power  diftinft 
from  (I  had  almoft  faid  fuperior  to)  the  Civil.     This 
Circumftance,  therefore,  which  on  one  Side  wears  a 
Face  of  Security,  upon  turning  the  Reverfe,  difcovers 
a  Danger,  not  only  that  the  Perfons  immediately,  but 
thofe  mediately  concern'd  in  the  Illues  of  Preferment 
or  Difgrace,  and   fo   in  a  natural  Concatenation   the 
whole  Community,  may  be  warped  by  th'ispriTnum  Mo- 
bile.    Experience  has  evinced  too,    that  Patriot,  and 
Military  Honour,  have  often  widely  different  Ideas  an- 
nexed to  them  :  And  our  own,   as  well  as  Foreign 
Hiftory,  affords  us  many,  and  fome  not  very  remote, 
Inf^ances  of  their  Clafhings  ;   in  which  Contefl,  the 
Firfl  has  ufually  been  facrificed   by    the   hot-headed 
Votaries  of  the  Latter. 

It  has  been  faid,  and  I  think  upon  no  bad  Grounds, 
that  on  certain  Occafions  'tis  impoffible  for  a  zealous 
Paptjl  to  remain  a  good  EngUJh  Subjed  ;   becaufe,  as 
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fiich,  he  muft  acknowledge  a  Paramount- Authority 
in  the  Pope,  incompatible  with  our  Government  ; 
this  Authority  reaching  even  to  his  Soul,  and  claims 
the  Preference,  an  Pain  of  its  Damnation  :  The  Pa- 
rallel, 'tis  true,  will  not  hold  to  a  mathematical  Exa£l- 
nefs,  with  Refpcdl  to  the  zealous  Officer,  or  tho- 
rough-paced Difcipl'tnarian^  in  the  Military  Accepta- 
tion of  that  Word  :  His  eternal  Happinefs  has,  indeed, 
no  Share  in  this  Confideration  :  But  as  for  his  TetnpO' 
rat--'  it  is  referr'd  to  the  Judgment  of  thofe  who  fhall 
perufe  the  Articles  of  War  with  Attention,  to  what 
Degree  the  Bread  he  eats,  the  Preferment  he  hopes 
for,  the  Reputation  he  enjoys,  and  even  his  Exiftence 
itfelf,  is  fubje(£led  to  the  High  Priefts  or  Inquifitors  of 
Mars  %  and,  confequently,  to  what  Lengths  this  in- 
terefting  Bigotry  might  carry  his  Worfbippers,  if  ever, 
for  our  Sins,  a  Competition  fhould  happen  between 
the  Sivord  and  the  Mace. 

But,  to  return  to  the  Charge  oijacobitifm :  It  is  no 
more  in  my  Inclination,  than  in  my  Power,  to  make 
the  Apology    of  Thofe   who  are  really  Such  ;  There 
are  but  two  Clafles  in  which  they   can  properly    be 
placed,    viz.     The    confcientious  Nonjuror,  and  the 
Mifcreant,  who  having  fwallowed  all  the  Oaths  with- 
out Digeftion,  is  ready  to  difgorge  them,    to   make 
room  for  his  Spleen,   his  Revenge,  or  what  he   may 
prepofteroufly  think  his  Intereft.     As  to  the  Firft,  i[ 
my  Pity  will  do  him  any  Credit,  he  is  welcome  to  it : 
But  let   him  take  Notice,   that  I  afford  it  to  him,  as 
X  would  to  the  Indian  Devotee  of  a  Serpent^  or    any 
other  pernicious  Animal,  whofe  very  Religion  is  con- 
fcientious Stupidity.     For  the  Latter,  let  his  own  Heart 
tell  him  in  what  Light  he  mult  appear  to  all  who  arc 
indued  with  the  lea^t  Spark  of  Virtue,  or  indeed  Com- 
mon Senfe.    The  Truth  is,   that  the  Folly  of  the  one, 
and  the  Wickedncfs  of  the  other,  are  fo  much  in  Ex- 
cefs,  that  it  demands  the  ftrongeft  Proofj  in  Nature, 
to  render  it  credible,  that  their  Numbers  are  confidcr- 
able,  much  lefs  formidable.     I  fpeak  not  of  profeffed 
Rom<in  Cdiholics,  l^c.   whofc  Amount  might  pretty 
nearly  be  known,  and  their  Principles  v.'ardcd  againft 
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in  limes  of  Danger:  But  for  the-  reft,  I,  whofe  Af- 
fairs carry  me,  by  Turns,  into  many  different  Parts 
of  Englandy  and  oblige  me  to  converfe  with  all  Ranks 
of  Pe'ople,  can  difcover  as  yet  the  infallible  Symptoms 
tf  that  Political  Reprobation  but  on  very  few.  It  is 
confefl'ed,  that  1  cannot  bring  myfelf  to  confider  as 
iiich,  every  Complaint  I  hear  againfl  the  Rapaciouf- 
nefs  of  fomc,  the  Profufion  of  others,  the  univerfal 
Corruption  which  reigns,  the  almofl  total  Decay  of 
Public  Spirit,  the  Spirit  of  Faction  which  triumphs  o- 
ver  the  Public  in  its  Room,  the  Mifmanagement  of 
the  Public  Treafure,  the  wanton  Diftribution  of  it  to 
Individuals,  whilft  the  Generality  are  groaning  under 
the  Load  of  Taxes,  the  ill  condu6ted  Wars  with  our 
Enemies,  the  pufilanlmous  AfTertion  of  our  PJghts  in 
Peace;  and,  finally,  the  ignominious  Diftrufl  implyed 
in  that  Rod  of  Iron  which  is  held  over  us,  and  which 
(at  an  immenfe  Expence  to  themfelves)  we  are  obliged 
to  kils,  with  much  the  fame  Terror,  and  for  much  the 
fame  Reafon,  that  the  Indian  above-mentioned  adores 
the  noxious  Creature  which  may  deftroy  him.  On 
the  contrary^  fome  of  thefe  very  Complaints  do,  in 
my  Mind,  carry  along  with  them  convincing  Marks 
of  Love  to  the  Country  of  which  the  Complainants  are 
Members :  They  fee  and  feel  the  Difeafes  which  af- 
fect her,  and  only  call  aloud  on  her  Phyficians  for  Reme- 
dies :  And  is  that  the  Voice  of  an  Enemy  ?  Or  can  any 
one  fcrioufly  thinV,  that  a  Recovery  out  of  fuch  a 
■  fickly  State,  and  a  Re-eftablifnment  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  would  hurt  the  Caufe  of  the  Proteltant  Religion^ 
would  (hake  the  Eftablifhment  of  our  Civil  and  Ec- 
clefiaf^ic  Government,  and  ferve  the  Purpofes"  of  a 
Popiih  Pretender  ?  Certainly  no  :  For,  certainly  the 
prefent  Happy  Ejlablijbment ^  and  the  Happinefs  of 
the  Country,  are  not  Inconfiftences,  which  fuch  a 
Thought  would  imply. 

Whether  all  thefe  Complaints  have  a  real  Founda- 
tion, or  proceed  meerly  from  Vapours,  is  not  my  pre- 
fent Bufinefi  to  difcufs  :  But  it  would  be  fomewhat 
too  Idte  to  deny,  that  I  look  upon  a  Standing  Army 
stS  OiK  of  thofe  Maladies  which  cannot  be  miftaken,; 
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hor  is  the  Cure  iefs  obvious :  For  This,  no  Nojlrum's 
are  requifite  :  A  plain  Regimen  of  Sweetnefs  cou'd  not 
fail  of  eradicating  the  peccant  Humours  of  the  Peo- 
ple, fowered  by  nothing  fo  much  as  the  Corrofives 
with  which  they  have  been  treated^  and  particularly 
by  this  naufeating  Drug.  In  plain  Terms,  and  to 
obviate  the  trite  Witticifm,  That  I  talk  too  much  like  an 
Apothecary,  I  mean,  That,  difmiffing  Jciiifaries,  Spahity 
&c.  our  invaluable  Conftitution  fhou'd  be  confided  to 
the  Hands  of  Thofe  who  are  molfc  nearly  concerned 
in  its  Prefervation  j  and  to  whom  it  muft  needs  be 
farther  endeared  by  fuch  a  Confidence.  It  is  an  Axi- 
om in  good  Policy,  that  the  greateft  Strength,  even  of 
a  Monarchy  Defpotic,  confifts  in  the  Love  cf  th$ 
People  :  And,  vice  verfa  :  —  If  there  be  any  Truth  in  it, 
how  much  more  in  this  Government  ?  And  what  more 
conciliating  than  a  Meafure,  which,  at  the  fame  Time 
that  it  obviates  this  Subjedl:  of  Difconte.it,  muft  like- 
wife,  in  a  great  Degree,  remove  all  the.  reft  ? 

But  it  may  be  faid.  That  I  go  too  faft  :  That  we 
are  not  ripe  for  fuch  a  Truft  :  And,  that  it  remains 
to  be  proved,  That  the  Majority  of  Ev.glifl)men  are  not 
''Jacobites.  And  here  i  might  very  fairly  put  the  Proof 
of  the  Affirmative  on  fuch  an  Objedtor  :  In  Truth, 
the  Tafii  would  be  hard,  provided  h;-  might  have  a 
fingle  Daiiim  conceded  to  him,  -y/z.  That  every  Man 
who  utters  a  Word  of  Diflike  to  any  one  Step,  of  any- 
one Minifter,  is,  ipfo  fa£lo,  a  Jacobite^  At  this  Rate 
of  Reckoning,  it  muft  be  confefted,  they  wcu'd  be 
found  numerous  indeed  !  But  it  happens  unluckily  for 
him,  that  this  will  no  longer  pafs  as  a  warrantable 
Dedudion  in  Political  Logic.  Every  common  Under- 
ftanding,  has  long  ago  learnt  to  diftinguiih  between  the 
Enemies  of  a  Minijlry,  and  thofe  ot  our  ConlVuution  ; 
and  can  difcern,  that  on  many  Occafions,  a  Friendfhip 
to  Both^  is  quite  incompatible.  That  the  Teft  of  tru^ 
Patriotifm  is  not,  the  adiicring  to  this,  or  that  Man, 
or  Set  of  Men,  but  in  uniformly  promoting  the  Re- 
ligious and  Civil  Liberties,  and  in  them  theHappinsfs 
of  their  Country,  in  Oppofjtion  to  M  who  would  en- 
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danger  them.  This,  I  {a.y^  Sir,  is  now  well  under- 
fiood,  even  by  the  Vulgar :  And  if,  through  the  Ex- 
iimple  of  their  Betters,  (who  may  perhaps  have  only 
lelfifli  V^iews,  in  diftreiTing  an  Adminiftration,  merely 
to  obtain  a  Share  in  it,  and  of  which  fome  late  Inftan- 
ces,  have  been  attended  with  unmerited  Succefs)  They 
iliould  now  and  then  be  milled  into  intemperate  Heats 
and  unreafonablc  Clamours  ;  ftill,  that  their  Quarrel  is 
not  to  our  happy  Con/iiiiitio)i  itfcif,  but  to  thofc 
whom  they  apprehended  to  be  the  Dclauchers  of  it, 
was  plainly  evinced  by  the  Conduit  of  the  Genera- 
lity, when,  in  the  late  fevere  Trial,  they  eagerly  of- 
fered their  Perfons,  and  (what  is  more)  liberally  open- 
ed their  Purfes  in  its  Defence. 

Allow,  That  fome  Profligates  and  Defperadoes,  real- 
ly malevolent  to  the  prefent  Eftablifhment,  and  flat- 
tering themfelves  with  a  Relief  to  their  Spleen  and 
Wants,  from  a  Change,  do  join  in  the  Cry  for  Refor- 
mation, their  interelted  Concurrence  does  not  con- 
clude againft  the  Necejfity  of  it :  Nay,  it  it  known, 
they  do  not  Defire  to  obtain  what  they  clamour  for  j 
as  knowing,  that  to  obtain  it  v/ere  Death  to  them  ; 
that  in  Confequence,  they  muft  fare  like  the  hunted 
Deer,  be  driven  from  all  Society,  nor  ever  hope  to  fee 
a  Revolution  in  their  Favour  ;  and,  therefore  they 
dread  nothing  fo  much  as  the  Union  which  mutual 
Confidence  wou'd  beget.  The  moft  efFcdtual  Method 
then,  to  difappoint  them,  is,  without  Regard  to  their 
private  Intentions,  to  remove  every  juft  Caufe  of  Dif- 
quietude,  and  candidly  demonftrate  to  the  Good  Peo- 
ple of  England  where'm  they,  the  People,  areunjuit. 
In  the  mean  Time,  Mr.  Pope's  Precept  to  Poets,  may, 
I  think,  not  unaptly,  be  apply'd  in  this  Place  to  the 
Politicians  at  the  Helm  : 

TruJ?  not  your/elf',    hut  your  Defe^i  to  hiow, 
jidvife  with  ev'ry  Friend, -and  ev'ry  Foe. 

In   which   of    thefe  Clafl'es   I   fliall   be    ranked  by 

.them,  is  not  much  my   Concern.     Arriuiis  N. A- 

mifus  P.  fid  magi  s  Amicus  ^iritas,     Obfcure  as  I  am,  I 
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envy  none  his  high  or  lucrative  Station  :  It  is  fit  that 
the  painful  Pre-eminence,  the  arduous  Tafk  of  righte- 
oufly  governing  a  Free  People,  (hou'd  be  rewarded 
by  due  Prcfits  and  Honours.  \et  he  it  alw^avs  re- 
membered, that  fomething  of  a  quite  different  Sort 
is  due  to  Such  as,  being  eledled,  or  having  thrujl  them- 
felves  into  thefe  important  Offices,  (hall  think  of  no- 
thing lefs,  than  of  rendering  the  Community  happy, 
nor  more,  than  of  aggrandizing,  and  enriching  their 
Families  at  the  Expence,  and  to  the  Detriment  of 
the  Commonweal.  Let  them  not  forget  particularly. 
That  the  creating,  and  afterwards  fomenting  Jcalcufies 
and  Heart-burnings  between  a  Prince  and  his  Subjefls, 
has  made  one  of  the  principal  Articles  in  Impeach- 
ments, when  Impeachments  were  in  Fafliion. 

Certain  it  is,  and  I  defy  all  Oppofers  to  produce 
one  Inftance  to  the  contrary,  that  the  Attachment  of 
the  EtigliJJ)  People  to  their  Prince  and  Country,  has 
ever  borne  a  Proportion  to  the  Lenity,  Juftice,  Equa~ 
lily,  and  Affecftion  with  which  they  were  treated,  by 
Thofe  in  High  PLices.  The  Effects  of  thefe  are 
Home-felt,  and  will  never  fail  to  extort  a  Blefling  on 
the  Authors,  in  Spight  of  all  Calumny,  and  the  ex- 
ploded Tenets  of  Jure  Z>/L'/;70'Hercditary  Right,  is'c* 
now  held  in  as  great  Contempt  among  u?,  as  the  In- 
fallibility of  the  Papacy.  By  Thefe,  and  only  Thefe, 
are  a  reciprocal  Fondnefs,  a  chearful  Obedience,  and 
ftrenuous  Concurrence  with  Governors,  excited,  in- 
fured,  or  recovered.  It  is  altogether  ridiculous  in  pri- 
vate Men  to  pretend  a  perfonal  Love  to  their  Rulers, 
abftradled  from  the  Good  they  derive  from  them : 
Our  BlefTed  Saviour  treats  as  abfurd,  the  Profellion  of  it, 
even  to  God  whom  we  have  not  feen,  preferably  to 
our  Neighbour  whom  wc  do  fee.  Univerfal  Benefi- 
cence, an  impartial  Diftribution  of  Rewards  and  Pu- 
nifhmcnts.  Bounty  in  Reference  to  his  own,  and 
Parfimony  in  Regard  to  the  Common- wealth  ;  a  pa- 
rental Solicitude  for  the  Happinefs  of  the  If  bole,  in 
Contra-diflin6tion  to  Fatiiins  of  all  Kinds,  are  the  fole 
Mediumi  through  which  we,  who  do  not  approach  the 
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Thwne,  [and  neverthelufs  are  its  main  Pilliirs]  can 
fee  the  Perfon  who  fills  it. 

And  now,  mcthinks,  I  hear  fome  furious  P /'/<?, 

cry  out, A   Broad-bottom  !    A   malcontent  Broad- 

bottom  !  And,  according  to  the  prefent  reigning  Sy 
Jrem,  'tis  well  if  I  even  efcape  Condemnation  as  a 
raKi-  facoblte.  It  may  be  faid,  by  fuch  Politicians, 
that  I  ought  to  have  expiated  for  myfelf,  e'er  I  under** 
took  for  the  People.  It  that  be  not  already  done, 
in  refpe^l  to  this  laft  Appellation,  [for  with  fome 
!Referves  I  plead  Guilty  to  the  flrfl  Inciidtment]  and  if 
there  be  a  Line  here  found,  contrary  to  the  uncor- 
rupted  Notions  affixed  to  Patriotifmy  I  will  take  to 
myfelf,  v/hat  I  have  long  obferved  of  moft  modern 
TVJj'igs,  VIZ,  That  they  knew  not  what  Spirit  they  are  of. 
To  me  it  is  manifeit,  that  the  faid  fVhigs  have  changed 
Sides  v.'ith  the  Tories  of  tliis  Day  j  both  acling  diame- 
trically contrary  to  the  Principles  they  fet  out  with. 
Thus  it  will  happen,  fo  long  as  Caprice,  Spleen,  Self- 
intereft,  or,  in  a  V/ord,  any  Pailion  (hall  dictate  in 
the  Chair  of  Truth.  By  her  Light,  indeed,  the 
Whig  has  been  led  to  give  up  Fanaticifm,  together 
with  Democracy,  under  which  our  Fathers  fmarted  fo 
feverely  :  And  the  Tory  his  Jus  Divinum,  and  Paf- 
five  Obedience,  which  he  finds  no  longer  tenable  ;  but, 
foon  quitting  her  for  Guides  better  fuited  to  Depra- 
vity, the  Former  has  deviated  into  rapacious  Servility, 
and  the  Latter  into  licentious  Irreverence, 

The  Views  of  the  Leaders  on  each  Side,  are  perhaps 
the  very  fame,  viz.  Immediate  Power,  and  its  Concomi- 
tants :  Or,  at  leafr,  may  warrant  fuch  an  AfTertion  j 
2hd  ihe  Ufe  which  has  been  made  of  them.  Whether 
a  Change,  or  a  Mixture,  would  mend  th^e  Matter,  may 
admit  of  a  Doubt,  with  fuch  as  have  lately  obferved  the 
■wide  Difiaiice  between  ProfelTion  and  Performance. 
But  in  the  mean  Time,  the  Contefl:  itfelf  is  a  (land- 
ing Proof,  That  neither  can  mean  to  overturn  the  Efta- 
blifhment :  Kecaufc  This  is  not  to  be  elTecied,  but  by 
the  Introdufl-'on  cf  Defp-Jifm,  which,  fvi^allowing  up 
every  other  Power,  mufl  efFe6iually  deftroy  the  Ob- 
Je(^s  now  contended  for.    In  fuch  a  Situation,  the  ad- 
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vcrfe  Parties  muil  equally  bid  an  eternal  Adieu  to  all 
Brigue'mg  at  Eledtions,  Seats  in  Parliament,  and  Op- 
pofitions  there,  when  merely  to  force  themfelves  into 
Office,  or  more  arrogant  and  ungrateful  Refignaiions  in 
Times  of  public  Calamity.  Tiic  Prince's  Will,  then 
becoming  the  fole  Law,  abjeft  Submiflion  and  whole- 
fale  Flatt'ery,  muft  become  the  only  Price  of  hi^  Favour, 
which,  confequently,  none  but  the  Courtiers  about 
his  Ferfon  would  have  an  Opportunity  to  bid  for. 
Whereas  novj^  from  the  Peafant  who  takes  a  Bribe 
and  gets  Drunk  free-coft  at  a  Randingt  to  him  who 
is  intoxicated  with  his  Riches,  Influence,  Power,  or 
Independency,  there  is  fcarce  a  Man  in  England^ 
who  feels  not  the  Effects  of  Liberty,  even  in  its  A- 
bufe  :  And  fo,  our  Vices  themfelves,  vi%.  Pride,  Am- 
bition, Luxury,  Avarice,  ^c  (for  I  am  cautious  of 
attributing  any  over- rigid  Virtue  to  my  Compatriots) 
do  all  combine  with  the  innate  Love  of  Civil  and  Ec- 
clefiaftic  Freedom,  to  keep  nut  a  Pupil  of  Rome  and 
France.  Vvhether  they  wou'd  do  fo,  to  keep  any 
particular  Miniltry  /w,  is  a  Concern  which  fome  may 
have  much  more  at  Heart  ;  but  does  not,  I  own,  af- 
fcdl  mine,  comparably  with  the  Idea  of  an  undivided 
People,  co-operating  zealoufly  for  their  mutual  Strength 
and  Happinefs,  with  a  Patriot-Prince, 

That  this  Idea  might,  by  proper  Management,  be 
formed  into  a  Reality,  is  an  Opinion  I  am  fo  clear  in, 
that  1  fliall  not  fear  to  recall  to  your  Review  a  Trea- 
tife  (if  it  has  yet  cfcapcd  out  of  the  Oven)  wrote  a 
few  Years  ago,  entitled.  The  Senfe  of  an  Englifli- 
man  on  the  pretended  Coalition  of  Parties^  &c.  where- 
in this  Champion  for  eternal  Divifion,  labours  hard 
to  have  it  believ'd,  That  at  leafl:  nine  Parts  in  ten  of 
the  People  of  England  are,  or  would  be,  Felo  de  fe  j 
and  with  tiieir  Eyes  wide  open,  defire  ardently  to 
cxchaiigc  every  Blefling  they  fee  and  feel,  for  every 
Curfc  they  molt  dread.  It  I  did  not  fear  that  fo 
fliocking  a  Propofition  might  be  looked  upon  as  a 
Phantom  of  my  own  raiftng,  you  fhou'd  not  be  trou- 
bled with  the   following  1  ranfcript  ;    but  that  you 
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may  be  enabled  to  meafure  this  Hercules  by  his  Foot, 

take  his  firft  Stride  in  his  own  Words. 

'  All  Conftitutions  (fays  he)  or  Political  Eftablifli- 
ments,  are  no  otherwife  to  be  fupported  than  by 
competent  Numbers  interefted  in  their  Prefervation : 
And  t!io'  a  free  Government  muft,  from  its  happy 
Eftecfti^,  naturally  intereft  the  whole  People  to  pre- 
ferve  it,  yet  the  People  are  governed  by  Depen- 
dencies on  great  Ejiates  in  the  Country,  and  on 
great  Dealers  in  Trading  Towns,  They  give  their 
Suffrage  to  thofe  who  give  them  Bread  ;  and  take 
their  Impreflions  from  thofe  on  whom  they  have  a 
Dependance.  Frome  hence,  tiie  Landed  Men^  the 
Moneyed  Men^  and  the  CUrgy,  refpedtively,  acquire 
an  Influence  upon  the  private  Interefts  of  the  Peo- 
ple ;  an  Influence  which  may  withdraw  the  People 
from  their  Public  Intcrefts,  when  Ambition,  or  un- 
reafonable  View?,  pofTefs  great  Numbers  of  leading 
Men  among  them. 

'  It  will  then,  be  apparent,  that  tho'  the  ProteJIant 
Succejfion  hath  produced  ever  fo  many  Advantages 
to  the  Briiift)  Nation  ;  and  tho'  it  be  the  greateft 
Good  which  the  People  of  Britain  can  defire  ;  tho' 
it  be  the  Interefl:  of  the  whole  Nation  to  preferve 
and  perpetuate  this  happy  Ejiahli/hment ;  tho'  Alen 
mujf  be  deprived  of  human  Senfe  and  RefieSiiony  who 
do  not  fee  the  Benefits  of  it  to  be  infinitely  greater 
than  all  that  could  be  boafted  of  under  different 
Titles,  or  under  former  Governments;  yet,  if  there 
be  a  Number  of  great  Ejlates  in  the  Country,  or 
of  great  Dealers  in  Trading  Towns ;  if  there  be  a 
Part  of  the  leading  Gentlemen,  or  others,  whofe 
Ambition,  or  unreafonable  Views,  whofe  Refent- 
ments,  whofe  Prejudices,  or  Miftakes  have  drawn 
them  away  from  their  ftri£l  Duty,  or  have  made 
them  averfe,  or  indifferent  to  the  Support  of  the 
Eftablifhment ;  that  Part  of  the  People,  however 
numerous  they  may  be,  whofe  private  Interefts  are 
in  the  Power  of  thefe  leading  Perfons,  will  be  fe- 
duced  from  the  y^^  Senfe  of  their  Public  Intcrefls  ; 

'  and 
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*   and  by  fuch  Means  a  Nation  may  become,  in  a  dan- 
<  gerous  Degree,  difafFc<5ted  to  their  own  Happinefs.* 

Was  there  ever  fo  filly,  and  at  the  fame  Time  fo 
diftorted  a  Picture  drawn,  of  a  generous  People,  fa- 
mous all  over  the  known  World,  for  the  Solidity  of 
their  Undcvflanding,  and  Jealeufy  of  the  leaft  En- 
croachment on  their  Civil,  or  Religious  Rights?  And 
yet  this  audacious  Author  perfirts  to  afTert,  in  the  fame 
iitrain  throughout  his  Book,  That  thefe  Men  of  great 
Eitates,  thefe  Moneyed  Men,  thefe  great  Traders,  and 
Dealers,  together  with  the  Clergy  indiicriminately  5 
in  a  Word,  every  one  who  is  molt  nearly  concerned  in 
the  Protejlunt  Succejfwn,  yet  who  is  not  a  IVhig  in  his 
Senfe  of  the  Word,  that  is  to  fay,  firmly  linked  with 
the  Miniftry,  is  in  a  Confpiracy  to  bring  in  a  Po- 
pijh  Tyrant,  as  a  fovereign  Remedy  to  all  their 
Grievances,  real,  or  imaginary.  Rifum  teneatis  A- 
■m'lce?  If  this  be  true,  the  prefent  Scheme  for  enlarg- 
ing Bedlam,  is  well  accounted  for  ;  and  I  hope  that 
one  at  leaff,  in  every  County,  may  be  ercded  out  of 
Hand,  On  the  other  Hand,  if  it  be  nothing  like 
Truth,  h  were  pity,  methinks,  that  the  Author  Ihou'd 
be  unprovided  of  a  Cell  fome  where  or  other  ;  and  {o, 
with  greater  Satisfa<5tion,  I  (hould  take  my  Leave  of 
him. 

Thus  far  I  {hall  not  feem  to  have  digrelTed  impertt- 
nently,  if  it  be  confidcred,  that  the  Point  in  View,  is 
to  expofe  the  Abfurdity,  and  every  Way  pernicious 
Tendency  of  that  Dodtrii^e,  which  maintains.  That 
the  People  of  England  are  no:  to  be  trufted  with  Arms 
for  their  own  Defence  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  require 
a  large  Army,  no  lefs  to  curb,  than  to  proted  them  ; 
Whereas,  I  think  it  is  clear  to  a  Demonftration,  that 
they  have  every  InciteniCnt  to  the  Concurrence  of 
their  Heart?,  and  Hands,  in  this  Work  —  except /.'W 
of  being  trujhd.  Hence  proceeds  the  feeming  Aver- 
fion,  Coldnefs,  and  Indifference  complained  of ;  To 
what  ?  Or  whom  ?  Not  to  the  K — g,  or  Conftitution 
in  Church  or  State  j  but  to  Thofe  vvho  befiege,  and  e- 
clipfc   the   Pr — ce,    inttrcepting  everv  warm  Ray  of 
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Affe5iion  and  Benevolence  inherent  in  him  ;  and  who, 
intent  on  fecuring  their  own,  are  regardlefs  whether 
his  Dominion  be  pJeafant  or  irkfome.  The  Anny^  for 
Example,  is  a  Tool  which  carries  a  Variety  of  Edges, 
and  carves  them  out  a  Number  of  Dependencies. 
What  wou'd  become  of  them,  if  h —  M —  was  once 
to  difcover,  that  the  People's  Love-  was  a  fufficient 
Guard  to  him,  and  the  Realm  \  And  if  the  Englifl) 
People  were  to  find  out  their  own  Strength,  Virtue, 
and  Importance  ?  That  Both  fhould  come  to  pi»rs, 
ieems,  to  a  plain  Underftanding,  devoutly  to  be 
vvifhed.  But  Mammon  forbids,  that  any  of  his  Ado- 
rers fbou'd  be  fb  wanting  to  therafelves  I  In  vain  is 
public  Utility  urged,  if  it  fquares  not  with  the  nar- 
row  Views  of  a  Junto.     Even    the  M ch   muft 

yield  toThefe;  whilft  neither  Duty,  Reverence,  Gra- 
titude, Regard  to  Conjundlures,  or  Compallion  to  tlie 
Country,cou'd  fet  any  Bounds  to  their  Prefumption;  nor 
Avarice,  then  difcoverable  no  lefs  in  their  afFe£t:ed  Self- 
denial,  than  before  in  the  Exorbitancy  of  their  Claims. 
Such  Proficients  are  too  difcerning  in  what  relates  to  their 
Intereifs,  not  to  perceive,  that  a  whole  People,  united 
in  Aftedion  to  their  Prince,  by  the  Confidence  repo- 
sed in  them,  muft  be  deftrudive  of  their  Traffick  ;  as 
indeed,  it  wou'd  bid  fair  for  putting  an  efFe£lualEnd 
to  all  Caballing.      Hinc  ilia  lacbynce  ! 

It  is  not,  then,  for  the  Information  of  thefe  cunning 
Ones^  that,  having  already  touched  upon  the  great  In- 
conveniences we  fuffer'd,  and  the  Hazards  we  ran, 
during  the  late  Scotch  Rebellion,  by  the  Negleft  of  a 
well-train'dyW?7/V//7;  I  now,  in  few  Words,  prefent  to 
your  View,  Sir,  fome  of  the  various,  and  great  Advan- 
tages, which,  in  all  Probabilitv,  mull  have  accru'd  to 
thefe  Kingdoms,  had  fuch  a  Militia  been  timely  pro- 
vided. And  firit,  our  regular  Troops  (lince  it  was 
ever  judged  advifcsible  to  fend  them)  might  have  con- 
tinued Abroad,  and  at  leaft  have  interrupted  the 
French  Conquefts  in  Dutch  Mandcrs.  Secondly,  Wc 
rmight  have  fpared  the  valt  Expence  of  the  Hire,  and 
Tranfport  of  the   Hefftans,    whofe  Aid  muft,  in  that 

CdV, 
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Cafe,  have  been  deem'd  as  ufelefs,  as  indeed  it  proved 
when  they  were  here.  Lajily,  our  Navy,  inftead  of 
being  detain'd  on  our  Coafts,  might  fafcly,  and  (if  w« 
may  judge  by  Appearances)  fuccefsfully  have  been 
cmploy'd  to  the  utter  Ruin  of  the  Enemies ;  at  leaft  to 
the  utter  Ruin  of  their  Commerce,  and  even  the  Ex- 
termination of  its  Sources,  in  their  Wejl  and  Eaji-ln- 
dia  Colonies :  Whereas  we  are  now  obh'ged  to  wran- 
gle in  vain  for  the  Security  of  our  oxv)j For  it  is 

to  be  noted,  that  neither  were  Pondicherry,  nor  the 
Ifles  of  Bourbon,  any  more  than  their  PofTefHons  in 
j^mtrica,  at  that  Time^  in  any  State  of  Defence,  com- 
parable to  That  which  they  were  afterwards  put  into  ; 
and  this  Negleft  arofe  from  a  Ferfuafioriy  perhaps, 
that  They  had  more  Friends  than  Enemits  among  our- 
felves.  Every  Man's  Reafon  will  fuggeft  to  him,  the 
immenfe  Acquifition  of  immediate  Riches  which  muft 
have  attended  fuch  an  Event,  not  to  fpeak  of  the 
Foundation  lahl  for  the  Future.  Prance  had  found,  to 
her  Coft,  that  all  Flanders,  and  Holland  into  the  Bar- 
gain, was  but  a  wretched  Exchange  for  her  Fleet,  and 
Trade  i  and  would  gladly  have  reftored  the  Former, 
in  the  heft  Plight,  to  have  faved  the  fmall  Remains 
of  the  Latter,  by  a  Chart- Blanche-Vc^CQ, 

Is  it  enquired,  What  hindered  all  this  from  coming  to 

pafs  ?   The  Anfwer  is  in  two    Words Mutual 

^Jealoufy.  And,  are  there  no  Remedies  proper  for  this 
National  Fever  ?  Is  it  not  worth  while  to  make 
one  Experiment,  or  fo  much  as  confuli  the  Pulfe  of 
the  Patients?  Muft  the  Difeafe  be  fufFered  to  run 
Riot,  till  a  new  Accefs  (for  fuch  like  Occafions  may 
happen  again)  exciting  a  new  Terror,  (hall  unite  us 
(not  in  Love,  but  in  Fear)  too  late  to  reap  the  Fruits 
abovementioned,  though,  as  before,  we  may  poifibly 
be  fortunate  enough  to  repulfe  the  Invaders  ? 

But  if  our  Navy  is  not  to  be  rely'd  on  for  our  Se- 
curity, I  fhould  be  glad  to  know,  what  fitter  Seafon 
we  can  ever  expedl  for  the  Re-eftablifhment  of  our 
Militia  than  Thii,  when  we  are  in  a  profound  Peace 
with  all  the  World,  the  Country  fwarming  with  dif- 
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banded  Soldiers,  whofe  Number  would  then  be  en- 
creafed,  and  by  whofe  Means  their  Fellow-Subje6ts 
miffht  quickly  be  taught  the  Ufe  of  Arms  ;  and  that 
we  are  blefled  with  a  King,  in  his  awn  Difpofition 
as  equitable  and  benevolent  as  ever  fat  upon  this,  or 
any  other  Throne  ;  one,  who  looking  upon  all  his 
Subjects  as  his  Political  Children,  and  in  the  Re6li- 
tude  of  his  Heart,  abhorring  the  Thoughts  of  in-* 
fringing  their  municipal  Laws,  or  even  creating  their 
Difquietude,  would  undoubtedly  confent  to  the  Remo- 
val of  every  Danger  that  threatned  them,  though  ne- 
ver fo  remotely,  either  from  Foreign,  or  Domejiic 
Enemies. 

I  am,  however,  fenfiblc  there  is  one  Objection  more 
to  the  Miiiiia  here  recommended  in  the  Room  of  a 
large  Standing  Army  ;  namely.  That  if  another  War 
fhould  break  out  on  the  Continent,  the  Former,  from 
jcpany  Impediments,  could  not  fo  conveniently  be  fent 
over  to  the  Affiftance  of  our  Allies,  as  the  Latter. 
But  I  will  not  trouble  you,  or  myfelf,  with  a  laboured 
Reply  i  becaufe,  I  take  it  to  be  already  done  to  my 
Hand,  by  the  recent  Experience  of  every  thinking 
Man  in  England :  The  Voice  of  each  Party  (excepting 
always  thofe  cloathed  in  Scarlet)  is  new  exprefs  againft 
the  ever  furniftiing  any  more  Quotas  of  Land-¥orccs, 
for  the  Service  of  the  Continent :)  It  is  at  laft  uni- 
verfally  agreed,  That  the  Sea  is  our  proper  Element, 
and  our  Strength  beft  colle£led  in  our  Ships :  That  to 
fupply  well-meaning  Allies,  (orelfe  to  make  a  power- 
ful Diverflon)  with  Thefe  j  as  alfo  difcretely  with 
Money,  has  the  faireft  Chance  for  ferving  our  Friends, 
punifhing  our  Foes,  and  vindicating  His  Majefty's 
Foreign,  as  well  as  En^iijh,  Dominions. 

You  will  obferve,  Sir,  that  (although  it  be  inverting 
the  Order)  I  have  chofen,  in  the  laft  Place,  to  dilate 
on  the  Expediency  of  a  Militia,  as  infinitely  preferable 
to  a  Standing  Army  in  this  Land  of  Freedom  j  which 
you,  in  a  Fit  of  Defpondency,  pafs  flightly  over  in 
your  Seventh  Page  :  For  my  Part,  who  am  perhaps 
«f  a  more  fanguinc  I'urn,  1  will  continue  to  hope, 

That^ 
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That,  from  the  highejl  to  the  loweft,  we  fhall  be  con- 
vinced one  Day  (O  may  that  Day  foon  arrive !)  that 
a  Britijh  Monarch  is  then  in  his  fupreme  Degree  of 
Splendor,  Majeity  and  Power,  when  enthroned  in  the 
Hearts  of  all  his  Subjeds  j  and  that  it  is  in  Thefe,  the 
higheft  Degree  of  Infatuation,  to  refufe  him  the 
warmeft  Reception  there,  whenever  he  gracioufly  in- 
timates his  dcfi!  e  of  poffeffing  them  :  Indeed  ,  if  I  had 
the  Power  of  Psrfuafion,  They,  as  in  Duty  bound, 
fliould  make  the  Firji  Advances ;  and  by  ardent,  and 
voluntary  Tenders  of  their  affe6tionate  Servict^  pro' 
perly  conveyed  to  the  Throne,  give  the  Lye  to  the  Ca- 
lumny which  has  fo  long  reprefcnted  them  as  coldj 
indifferent,  and  even  averfc  to  the  Protejiant  Sue* 
(ejfion,  and  our  prefent  happy  Ejiablijhment, 

And  now,  Sir,  I  expeft  not,  that  the  virulent  of 
any  Denomination,  (hould,  all  of  a  fudden,  relifh 
healing  Propofals  :  To  Thefe  we  owe,  that  the  De- 
nominations themfelves  have  fubfiftted  for  Thirty  Six 
Years  paft,  though  fbarce  a  IVhig  or  a  Tory  can  now 
be  found,  who  will  abide  by  the  Tenets  which  firft 
gave  rife  to  thcrn  :  But,  furely,  it  behooves  every  fin- 
cere  Lover  of  this  Country,  of  whatever  Sex  or  De- 
gree, to  promote,  in  their  feveral  Spheres,  a  Coalition 
9f  Hearts,  fo  efTentially  wanting  to  its  Welfare  j  and, 
on  the  other  Hand,  I  will  venture  to  pronounce. 
That  to  obflruft  it,  is  the  moit  peftilgnt  Species 
of  Faiii«n. 


J  am,  S  JRy  is^(.  e^c 
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